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HARTLY HOUSE. 


LETTER XIV. 


AM this evening, Arabella, 
Invited to a concert at the Go- 
vernor's, of gentlemen performers; 
who, I am told, are maſters of the 


ſeveral inſtruments they undertake 


to exerciſe ; for it is the common 
received opinion at Calcutta, in 
direct oppoſition to the Cheſter- 
field tener, that Nero himſelf, if he 
had not ſunk the emperor in the 
fidler; would have done honour to 
the imperial diadem by his muſical 

Vor. II. B taſte 


( 2 


reren 


taſte and 7 15 But it was the 
pride of His nature alone that was 


gratifed by" his performances— 


his ſenſes Were untouched—his ſoul 


onharmbilized—and "enmity and 
death « decupied his thoughts, even 
in the moment his fingers called 
forth ſounds of delight: whereas, 
on the contrary, king David, who, 
as we have it on ſacred record, not 
only played upon, but tuned his 
voice to his harp, was as great a 

king, and, with one only excep- 
tion, as good a king, as any ſuc- 
ceeding period can boaſt ;- neither 
his perſonal dignity, or his regal 
reputation, being leſſened thereby, 


T am going to make a diſtinc- 
tion; which I expect you to ſub- 
ſcribe to; and ile is, the diſtinc- 
tion between Ureſling to the beſt. 
a = advantage, 


my 


— ——_— 
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advantage, in order to do credit to 


our friends, and doing ſo for the pur- 


poſe of gratifying our own. yanity. 
Mrs. Hartly is ſo proud ofherg ueſts, 
that ſhe proclaims their imaginary, 
as well as real merits, far and wide: 
and I am fenſible, in conſequence 
of ſuch partial reports, Jam ex- 
pected to be found the ſtandard of 
faſhion and good taſte in W. ar- 
ticle of appearance. 


3 2 


Would it not therefore be. to 
mortify her, and diſgrace my fa- 
ther, if I was to fail in all poſſible 


and proper attention to * toi- 


let ? 


1 have not this day failed, Lats 
ſure you; nor is _the_ occaſion. a 
common one... The Governor is 
entitled to our reſpect, in honour 


B 2 of 


n 
of the Britiſh ſovereign, in like 
manner as (on a court day) the 


Britiſh ſovereign and his amiable 


_ conſort are entitled to the /alams 
and ſuperb decorations of thoſe 
who preſent themſelves at St. 
James's.-And ſo much by way 
of apology for my ſplendid trap- 


pings; for, my dear girl, I have 


it yet to tell you, that a ſet of 
diamond pins from the very mines 
of Golconda have been given me 


by my father, and a pair of brace- 


lets of pearl, with gold claſps, ſtud- 
ded with ſmall brilliants, by Mrs, 


Hartly, who declares to me, that 


whatever 1 behold of her proſpe- 
rity originates from the friendly 
ſupport of my father. I have alſo 
a necklace of pearl, of more value 
than I chuſe to mention ; and my 
hair will be decorated, my arms, 


and 


F 2) 
and every part of my vihble per- 
ſon, beyond all I can e you an 


idea of. | 6 95 "760 1 12 


But, ſurprifog to relate, Ara- 
bella—ſuch is the corrected and 
confirmed principles of the Gen- 
toos, that, though the diamond 
merchants travel with all their 
tempting treaſures under theit' ſole 
convoy, without fire-arms, &c. 
&c. not one of them has ever 
been deprived of an atom of his 
property by this whole people.— 
What then are we Europeans made 
of? or how muſt we appear in 
their gentle and upright eyes, who 
have waded through the blood of 
millions, to bring home gems of 
inconſiderable value, in compari- 
{on to what theſe-travelling mer- 

chants are poſſeſſed of? On ſuch 
* 1 3 recol- 


G& ) 
recollection, I am aſhamed. to-know 


myſelf a European: 7 can it be 
doubted., (9; 
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Af. there are, 4 as + forme tenets im- 
Ply, a diſtinction of heavenly ſitu- 
ations, will not this good- minded 
people occupy. the firſt in rank ; 
for. neareſt to: the divine attributes 
of any thing you can have a con- 
ception of, is their kind- hearted - 
neſs and probity. ä 


? 7 haves had a harp preſented me, 
and am already complimented up- 
on the delicacy of my finger. It 
is, you know, an inſtrument well 
adapted to this Arcadian climate; 


and I have played upon it at Hart- 
. OP” by moon-light;—Can 


eber in my deſcription 


| Ge 1 wo! © - 8 
| dw 0010537 201959 "7 10 
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WE 
The ambition, Arabella, is, who 
ſhall have the honour of adorning 
the top with a wreath, the daily 
offering of my hoſt of adorers ;— 
and I wiſh you could behold the 
 well-diffembled dejection, and the 
well-diſſembled delight, which 
mark the features of the rejected 
and approved votary: in a word, 
it requires very peculiar 0 o 
believe one's ſelf a mim 


Apropos of ee have 
viſited the burying grounds, which 
are to me ſcenes of melancholy 
entertainment, from the affection- 
ate fancy diſplayed in Oy 
E a A py friend F* 


VEL | 


1 many a doly. text. Do is remedy | | 


and the afr of neatneſs, that boot 
or, unabating attention, which every 
8 B 4 where 


CY 
where meets the eye, ſo unlike 
the cruſts of duſt which diſgrace 
the labours of the ſculptor in that 
firſt of royal ſepulchres, Weſtmin- 
ſter abbey, and the aſtoniſhing in- 
ſenſibility of the French in this 
article (for in France, if we except 
the monuments of their kings, not 
a ſtone tells where they lie) the 
faireſt, the braveſt, and the beſt, 
are alike unnoticed and unremem- 
bered.— Strange and unaccount- 


able circumſtance ! 


© You have viſited St. Pancras, in 
the neighbourhood of London ; 
nay, I recolleft we have viſited it 
together, and together interchang- 
ed our ſenſations on the occaſion; 
for there, as we read it from the. 
hand of the graver, are depoſited the 
ſacred and beloved remains of in- 
oa fancy, 


G 


a 


(o8 J 
fancy, of youth, of maturity, and 
of age. Alas! Arabella, the Ben- 
gal burying grounds (for there are 
two of them) though they greatly 
. reſemble that church-yard in mo- 
numental erections, bear a me- 
lancholy teſtimony to the truth of 
my obſervations. on the ſhort date 
of exiſtence in this climate. | 


Born juſt to bloom. and fade 


is the chief intelligence you re- 
ceive from the abundant memorials 
of diſſolved attachments and la- 
mented relatives. 15 


*. Obeliſks, pagodas, &c. are e- 
rected at great expence; and the 
whole ſpot is ſurrounded by as 
well-turned a walk as thoſe you 
trayerſe in Kenſington Gardens, 

i nee bas orna- 


© 20") 
ornamented-with a double row of 
aromatic trees, which afford a ſo- 
lemn and beautiful ſhade: in a 
word, not old Windſor church- 
yard, with all its cypreſs and yews, 
is in the ſmalleſt degree compara- 
ble to them: and J quitted them 
with * quran reluctance. - . 

90 

Tbere le nd ech berween 
theſe two grounds, but in the 
expence of the monuments, which 
denote that perſons of large for- 
tune are there interred, and vice 
verſa; whence, in order to pre- 
ſerve this difference in the appear- 
ance, the firſt ranks pay five hun- 
dred rupees, the ſecond three hun- 
dred, for opening the ground; and 
they are disſoĩned avg in a 
broad TOd.. 
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I. intreated Mrs. Hartly4whuld = 


Tead me to my dear mother's laſt 
manſon—ſhe ſtarted, and accuſed! 
herſelf of the higheſt indiſcretion, 
in conſenting to my viewing a ſpot. 


that could ſuggeſt ſuch an idea to- 


my mind; and ſo earneſtly beſought 
me, as a proof of my affection for 
her, to return home, and never 
again attempt to inveſtigate a cir- 
cumſtance, ſo evidently deſired by! 
my father to be kept from my 


knowledge, that friendſhip and 


filial reverence prevailed over every 
other impulſe, and I ſuffered her 
to put me into my er 
dut replj ., oc 
But pal anquins are conyeyances 
ill calculated to remove diſtreſſing 
thoughts; and, during my ſtate of 
miſerable ſequeſtration from all 
ſocial 


( 2 ) 

ſocial connection, I would gladly 
have exchanged places with any 
friend of yours, that enjoyed only 
a corner of a hackney-coach and 
your company. Nor ſhall I, from 
what I have this day experienced, 
ever be reconciled to this ola con- 
dition, however conformable to the 
faſhion of the country. This let- 
ter, my dear girl, will _ a ſigh 
from your 


SOPHIA GOEPBORN, 


nes, LETTER 
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TAVE 1 d atk cure 
oſity by my mention of a 
concert? I can aſſure you, it well 
merits your notice and ines 
tion. 


It was performed in a grand hall 
or ſaloon, lofty and ſpacious be- 
yond all I could have conceived, 
Dryden's Timotheus was one of the 
pieces with which we were pre- 
ſented ; the Coronation Anthem, a 
ſecond ; the overture to Artax- 
erxes, that chef d æuvre of Arne, 
a third—of all which I was an in- 


chanted auditor : : yet were there. 
þ ' | moments, 


(44) 
moments, Arabella, when a pain- 
ful pleaſure, from the article of 
your abſence, ſtole upon my heart, 
and traced out ſuch correſpondent 
lines in my countenance, that Mrs. 
Hartiy (whom nothing eſcapes) 
charged me with ſome ſoft recol- 
lections of England. —< Why will 
you not be fincere,” ſaid ſhe, 


-« with a woman whoſe heart is in 


your hand; and confeſs, what is 
1o apparent, that your affections 


are not your own? Think you, I 
am not ſufficiently Tiberal-minded 


to love thoſe you love, and refign 
you, though one of the firſt plea- 
ſures of my exiftence, to the man 


of your choice ?—-O wherefore is 


he an inhabitant of a world T muft 
never hope to behold * ad 2 


119] Os 2 | 


Now, Who ſhall ſay, that Tove 


—_— and 


Fi 


44 

und friendſhip are not the fame? 
— for ſimilar are the ſenſations of 
the tender regret ſeparation excites, 
and fimilar the animated delight 
of a re- union: and we ſhall meet, 
my Arabella - we ſhall re- enjoy the 
ſatisfactions diſtance deprives us 
of; we ſhall - but all this plaintive 
language is very unoriental, and 
ſhall be renounced ; and more 
eſpecially, as there is no due pro- 
portion between the ſtrength” of 
your attachment and mine—for 1 
follow the fortunes of my father 
the hand of deſtiny has torn me from 
you: whereas you are now, on the 
death of your aunt, perfectly mii- 
treſs of yourſelf, and can, if your 
inclination prompts you, come to 
me with propriety; whereas I could 
not come to you, unaccompanied 
by my only parent, without diſno- 

our 


nour the diſhonour of vi 
my filial duty. Let me hear from 
you upon this point; and take care 
you well acquit yourſelf, or, on 
being weighed in the uſual balance 
of even my warmeſt partiality, you 
i be found wanting 
thrnun ba £ 2"$ITLI Nome 
be Governor's dreſs gives you 
his character at once —unoſten- 
tatious and ſenſible. His lady, 
however, is the great ornament 
of places of polite reſort; for 
her figure is elegant —her man- 
ners lively and engaging— and her 
whole appearance a model of e 
and magnificence. Tour 
TEIDIER £31 3c ; 
| * malice, — abe e 
neſs how do thoſe malign vices 
blemiſh and deform that laſt beſt 


work of Heaven, the human mind! 


8 F | —Per- 


\ 
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perfection itſelf is not ſecure 
from their baneful breatiil. But I 
forget, upon this "occaſion," that 


there is a ſpur to their intent at 
Calcutta, beyond what they can 
generally plead, A change of Go-" 
vernor would introduce a change 
in Eaſtern politics; and numbets 
blaze forth, that are now unre- 
membered. But, as I have told 
you before, Jam no judge of theſe 
matters; and will not, therefore, 
truſt myſelf on a ſubject that 
might miſlead me. The heart will, 
I grant you, have its private deci- 
fion, and its private election; and 
what power or fiat, leſs than di- 
vine, ſhall deprive it of its natural 
rights? 1 er eve, 


* 
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-F foreſaw that this concert would 


produce ſome: great event. My 


<S 
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father "RP almoſt a5 Young a 
his daughter 3— circumſtance + 
premiſe. as an apology for what 1s 
to follow. A. widow lady with 
thouſands : at her feer—a ſuperior 
offer to every thing my youth and 
perſon has procured. me—has in- 
ſinuated, in fo many very explicit 
terms, to Mrs. Hartly, that ſhe is 
ambitious to make him pier 1 
them. n Nb b 


is * 
: wy 


"Mrs, H artly 8 5 com- 
ie with a very grave face, and 
I laughed; but, I believe, looked 
chagrined, on my father profeſſing 
himſelf much honoured, and that 
he woyld wait upon the lady. 
Arabella, what dg thoſe words | im- 
ply? that I have Joſt my father! ? 
W ñ a5 be not was to my mo- 

cher e Arkitt f England. 


when | 


ln 2 
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when whole oceans eb 
Fim and her hallowed "remains? 
and can he, "will he infult—Sur 1 
have done : we are none us an- 
gels, my dear girl—ve are frail, 
frall mortality. „ 
But ſhould it be poſſi el ſo 
aſtoniſhing an event to take place, 
farewell India, farewell for ever 
My father's bleſſing, his permiſſion 
to end my days with you, and once, 
but once, to behold my mother's | 
Tomb, is all I will afk: for my 
grandfather, you know, has left 
me a ſufficient proviſion; and I. 
will conſtitute it my ſole ſu port. 
My mind, ſo little power have. 1 
over it, although I write, 16 c Wa 
is all a chaos. My father 6; <alls 
me: 1 will inftagtly attend im 
receive his commands Wich firm- 
C 2 | neſs, 


(@). 


| neſs; with reſignation nor dare ſo 


far to invert the order of things, 


as to hope or wiſh he ſhould regu- 
late his conduct by my will and 
pleaſufe, He is my father, Ara- 
bella ; Hand I have only to forget 


he was the huſband of my 3 


to er all his aan 
2000 s esd of bn 
9511 oF «DIC ' * »y GD. 


TH E-triat is ee you 


wall judge how I' ſupported it, 
without one anticipating reflec- 
tion eſcaping me.— I found him 
alone in the garden Veranda, and 
unuſally ſerious. He roſe when J 
eee looked _ 
father er r bein br 

XIII Ie 193 Win 1 | 211) 
ne My deat Soptiy,” f. aid has ſeat· 
ing bur me and himſelf I am 
this · inſtant returned from a very 
20 T * 2 affecting 


<& <1 oo. Avi 


affecting ſcene I fiighed; and was 
fieney lo 19b10 413 uni ON 131 

5891 bluorſt 2d dtiz 10 9qord 07 26 
ee You heard what Mrs. Hartly 
gidlaſtnight, and muſtrecollectmy 
reply.” Alt was theneareftof all re- 
membranoes to my heart but Lon- 
ly bowed in anſ wer. Phe dady, 
continued he, „ has a noble mind“ 
(I trembled as he ſpoke, but he 
was too much taken up with his 
ſobject to notice it). ſhe! de- 
ſerved every polite attention in re- 
turn for the high compliment: ſne 
made me and all things are ſettled 
between us. My mother!“ ex- 
claimed I, in a fcarce! articulate 
voice, and fainted in his arm A 
fine piece of heroiſm, after all my 
preparation and refolves AA in- 
ſtantly revived, complained of heat, 

and begged he-woukt procted-. 

| 37 C 3 « You 


EW} 
Nou are ſenſible, my beloved 
eirz, ſaid he, how! nwkward the 
ſituation of à young unmarried 
woman is at Calcutta ＋v̈ʒ;̈ou have 
declined every overture made you, 
though ſome of thein deſerved a 
better fate: but your inclinations 
are your .own-—] am the friend, not 
the tyrant of your heart, _ 
and ſuch T will mann 7 
t 1911 07 10 110 08s. 4192/7 
| Ah! ſighed that rebellious he@t 
am I to be the ſaving conſidera- 
— 448 xvod its $+ 4 
Oase IV $145 
% At woman pes — 
zan merit,” continued he, „is not 
am offer a man of my time of life 
ruuld chaye thought of; and the 
opportunity of giving my child a 
protector of her own ſex, is an op- 
Portunity not to che left unim- 
baagnd > 3. es. 


be recalled from the manſions of 
the dead -aſks. only my ſriendſhip, 


at will, and make an act of ſtern 
neceſſity an act of choice, in every 
thing but delivering up bur per- 


6283) 
proved! She will not return to 
England wit heut young and, with 
agrearnefs af foul you w ili oxfpect, 


has trans ſerred her affections from 
the; father to the child. Tes, 


my Sophia, ſne reveros my ſorrows 
acknowledges my heart cannot 


your friendſhip; and will prove 
herſelf an ornament to her ſex. — 


Our inclinations, I repeat it, will 


not always abey our voice; whence 
I ſhall ever leave my child's un- 
fettexed: - but, though we cannot 
beſtow them, we can regulate them 


ſons to an unbeloved object 


Jo us ei 29k awo 194 to 10001 


I wept aloud, Arabella em- 


-I3IVOU} C 4 


braced 


13 
braced my father - beſought his 
pity and chis pardon; and all this 
without his. diſcovering my mo- 
tive for, unconſcious of deviating 
in a ſingle thought from what was 
excellent and amiable in his own 
character, it never once occurred 
to him, that n 
ee ee breaſt. 


<r 4 
01 


} * Un ebener - 

We are to dine with reuſe to- 
— and, next to Mrs. Hart- 
ly, I have aſſured my father I will 
love and revere her: but, from 
knowing Mrs. Hartly firſt, ſhe has 
got poſſeſſion, ſaid I, of the very 
next place to my Arabella in my 
affections, and I do think can 
never be ſuperſeded. My father 
ſmiled at my mental etiquette, and. 
left me with a full ou. to collect 
myſelf at leiſure, as 20% harn tai 
lt». Well 


2 
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Well do I now know my father 
is incapable of changing: but 
beware; Mrs. D, how von 
flatter; leſt you ſhould deceive 
yourſelf for ſuch a friend) Ara- 
bella, as my father, muſt be dan- 
gerous to ſuch à heart as Mrs. 
Do——'$;- which, having once 
loved to the height of revealing 
its ſentiments—of riſing ſuperior 
to the bars of decorum, and the 
chains of cuſtom— cannot anſwer 
for its feelings, or in future hope 
to reſtrain them by any human 
fiat. Vet hopeleſs love, my fa- 
ther ſays, where the principles are 
pure and upright, always ſubſides 
into friendſhip': it may be ſoi but 
J would not chuſe to adopt Mrs. 
D=———s example in this ins 
ſtanee, however unexceptionable F: 
70830 find her in every other. IS 
5 this 


. 

this a marlc of a narrow or a libe- 
ral way of thinking? Iwill take 
your: word far it, though: cannot 
my father's: he is no judge in his 
own cauſe, and entertains too great 
an opinion of the force of juſt ſen- 
timents and the authority of rea- 
fon. 


This is an eaftern adventure we 
had not taken into our account; 
but all females do not come under 
our Britiſh bard's deſcription, 


But let concealment, &c. &c. 


for who does not know the lines 
as well as I, the writer of this 

epiſtle? and it is impertinent to 
_ aſſume the credit of information 
we cannot give. 


1144 DT, ſhall 


_— * 
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I ſhall to-morrow morning ex- 
change the ſoft paſſion for the-ſub- 
jects J have till now uninterrupt- 
edly — 9 Cal- 


cot, dee. Ke. 
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TEDDINGS: here, Arabella; 
ate very joyous things to 
all ate; ; eſpecially; I ſhould ſup- 
poſe, to the padre or clergyman, 
who frequently receives twenty 
gold mohrs for his trouble of per- 
forming the ceremony. The bride 
and bridegroom's friends aſſemble, 
all elegantly dreſſed, at one or 
other of the young couple's neareſt 
relatives, and are moſt ſumptu- 
ouſly entertained; and the congra- 
tulatory viſits on the occaſion put 
the whole town in motion. It is 
a ſeſtival I have not, however, the 
ſmalleſt deſire to treat my friends 
129 3 with; 


9 
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with; for, even was my choice 
fixed, and every obſtacle obviated, 
I ſhould have unconquerable ob- 
jections to making ſo public an 
exhibition of myſelf on ſq ſolemn 
a change of condition—an. idea I 
cannot ſay I have in common with 
my acquaintance; ſor I have reaſgn 
to believe I am the only ꝓerſon in 
Calcutta, not even my well- beloved 
Mrs. Hartly excepted, that has 
the ſame; idea in this inſtance 
which is ee the «Guſt of cuſ- 
tom. | 5D11G Das 

wot very 8 W -jagovan 
fingular circumſtance, is, that in 
this country the head gardener is 
a profeſſed botaniſt, and of courſe 
converſible on every part of erea- 
tion around him: hence che alaſſes 
and characters, mel as cht rau 
1 | | | ties, 


bot 


a = 
that attract my notiee moſt, [af 
my frequent topics of obſervation 
and enqviry. And beſides the en- 


tertainment, the benefit is abun- 


dant of having a well -educated 


judgment is the houſehold land, 
where the garden is concerned; 
and you are ſuve to have your ta- 
ble ſapplied, and your flower vaſes 
furniſhed with good ſenſe and pro- 
priety. Moreover, I can mention 
ladies, (and myſelf, Arabella, for 


one) who; when at a loſs for a ſub- 


manẽs aſſiſtance, to read a lecture 
on the ſrveral articles of which 
their bouquet is compoſed. But 
to be ſerious, to me it is highly 
agreeable, let rhe art or ſcience be 


what it may, to meet with people of 
IE 16. v 124 informa- 


perſon in this capacity; for his 


( 68 ) 
information and good addreſs: ie 
is giving you a companion where- 
ever you go, and promoting that 
diſpoſiion for local enjoyment ſo 
much recommended by moral wri- 
ters, and which undeniably forms 
a large portion of our happineſs- 
Accordingly, I have already learn- 
ed to, diftinguiſh the native and 
exotic beauties of the parterre, and 
with no ſmall pleafure (I might 
ſay pride, far I certainly have much 
nationality about me) diſcover that 
many Englith plants and trees, 
particularly apple - trees, which are 
fruit of great value, are treated 
with all the attention and tender- 


nes foreign products are ee, 
with in nen 67 (:ugi19Þ 2094 03 
If} 2:1 54.51 41 254 n 2912 


ge i 4 bot conceive! the 
en advantage 


( 32 ky + | 
advantäge to a man or woman of 
faſhion, who has taſte without lei- 
fure, and a deſire of knowledge 
without the ſmalleſt inclination for 
ſtudy, to have a liberal-bred offi- 
cer (I may properly call it) of their 
houſehold, capable of qualifying 
them to figure away upon ſubjects 
that are an honour to human na- 
ture, with whom they can converſe 
at will on the moſt rational and 
delightful topics. If you love 
me, fail not to enforce theſe con- 
ſiderations on your wealthy and 
right honourable friends, and at 
leaſt put them in poſſeſſion of one 
means of ſhining. Nevertheleſs, 
my ſweet friend, amidſt all the 
joys our double ſeaſons yield, the 
following lines frequently occur to 
me; bad, if you can feel their truth - 
in un. conceive how ſtrongly 
| they 


0,38. 
they muſt affect m | my mind, zin. this 


[OV 


al-ſybduing | climate— * N not 


Who end Wiphyilh Ge ths fow'ry Hb, ga 


Shed by the morn, their new-Buſh'd' bloom 


rei gn. Fos hte 


Refore the parching bears? 4 58 U. 


Blog 


Three of the 3 who fo, : 
Jargely contributed to our enter % 


tainment at the concert, are; I find, 


theatrical performers ; ; the Patty 
and Miſs Sycamore of the Maid 
of the Mill, the Roſetta and Lu- 


7 


cinda. of Love. in 2 Village; and 
ſuch are their agreeable perſons, 


that I doubt not but, by the aids 


of the toilet, they fill up thaſe ſe. 
veral, parts without . | 


to either the ear or eye. 
9. 1+ $ > 
1 


7 haye' not yet deſcribed to you 


the wonders of A deſſert, . Legs, 
VoL. As: a= Aa- 


<3) 
Arabella; (could you have ſup- 
poſed ſuch 2 thing 2) ices, in 
the higheſt perfection, are, in the 
months of November and Decem- 
ber, preſented you at Calcutta. 
This circumſtance of the ice was 
to me fo wonderful, that I was 

earneſt to have it accounted for; 
and 1 find, that this temporary 
luxuty is procured from ſome of 
the Nender inland (if I may fo 

expreſs" myſelf) branches of the 

Ganges, which are cut out into 
canals, or flow in rivulets, under 
various names. A thin plate of 
ice forming itſelf thereon, in ſome 
of the coldeſt nights the coldeſt 
ſeaſon affords, is taken from thence 
With great care, and manufactured 
for the firſt tables: nor do ſome 
of the tanks or fiſſi-ponds leſs ad- 
Luce the purpoſes of elegant ac- 
- * commodation 
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the evenings are ſuch as you have 
in April, or the mornings * 
like your month of October. 


At 1 laſt lake I Fs 2 

2 mak of excellent London porter, 
with ſenſations of recognition you 
may much better imagine than I 
can deſcribe. Mrs. Hartly tells 
me, it is always on the ſideboard, 
. for thoſe who like it; but I never 
before heard it mentioned. We 
have alſo ſmall- beer, perry, and cy- 
der, from my native country, and 
fine ſpruce- beer, the produce of 
Bengal; and, having more com- 
pany. than uſual, we did not retire 
until after four o' clock: and I be- 
gin almoſt to think it juſt, that 
thoſe who thus continue to have 


two days in one, ſhould live but 
Oels D 2 half 


3 
half as long as thoſe people who 
divide their exiſtence, upon even a 
faſhionable average, ex — 
and amuſement. we 


Had- Thomſon never been in 
India, how, let me aſk you, could 
he have ſo admirably deſcribed an 
animal, that, to be known in all 
its terrors, muſt be ſeen f ; 


Lol the green ſerpent, frow its dark wie 
Which e'en Imagination fears to tread, 
At noon forth iſſuing, gathers up its train | 
In orbs immenſe, then, darting out anew, 
Seeks the refreſhing fount ; by which diffus'd, 
He throws his folds: and, while with threat "ms 
tongue, 
And deathful jaws ae, the nr curls 
His flaming creſt, all other thirſt, appall'd, 
Or ſhiw ring flies, or check d at diſtance ſtands, 
Nor dares approach. 


To- morrow I am to be preſent- | 
ed to Mrs. D- I feel an 


* = © awkward- 


Cay 6 


* EE We Ny know not why; ; for, 
from the accounts I have received 
of her, any other worthy man but 
my own dear father ſhould have my 
warmeſt vote to obtain her. Her 
fortune, Arabella, is her ſmalleſt 
merit; for ſne poſſeſſes, it ſeems, 
much intellectual cultivation, and 
has an excellent heart; a /oft one 
ſhe has proved it to be. Good 
night: read not the laſt two or 
| three lines, with attention, that 
you may not condemn... 


Four moſt 2 
8. 6. 
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LETTER XVII. 


(HE viſit is over—and, ii my 

father can reſiſt the merits 
and winning graces of this woman, 
I will only ſay, he is more than 
human. 


Ah! Arabella, with what nice 
attention had ſhe prepared for our 
reception I— her houſe is a palace 
in miniature, and her ſervants the 
beſt-formed and diſciplined, if I 
may ſo expreſs myſelf, I have ever 
yet ſeen. 


1 approached her with a ſome- 
what of awe and reſerve I could 


not get the better of; but her 
counte- 


( 39 ) 


countenance is open as day, and 
her ſmile engaging.—* By permiſ- 
ſion, Madam,” ſaid my father, with 
an air of humility I am confident 
touched her to the ſoul, “ by your 
permiſſion I bring my daughter to 
folicit your friendſhip ; ſhe is pre- 
pared to honour you, and your 
indulgence will ſoon teach her to 
love you; and may this firſt inter- 
view be ever remembered by you 
both with the pleaſure it gives to 
me.“ 


e You have deceived me, Sir,” 
faid ſne.— Is this your child, that 
| ſtands in need of countenance and 
ſupport? What may ſhe not com- 
mand at Calcutta She exceeds - 
my wage Expectation,” 


. Sophia,” replied he, "is 2 


„ 
good girl, Madam, and has con- 
tinued* to lay her father under 
the greateſt obligations; her voy- 
age to India was ſolely for my 
fake ; ſhe has left friendſhips be- 
| hind her that are not eaſily ſup- 
plied : it is incumbent upon me, 
therefore, to-procure her every pof- 
fible compenſation.” _ 


A polite and animated return was 


made by the lady to this ſpeech, 
and perfectly became her; for, as 


ſhe does not call herſelf young, 
ſhe has'a licence to ſpeak in terms 


that would be too afſuming for 


you or me. But I have a diſcovery 


to communicate, that alarms me, 
perhaps, without a cauſe ;—ſhe has 
a a ſon; Arabella; and, as their heads 
at Calcutta are full of lovers and 
1 Jam more than half 

: afraid 


7 
— 


; 
at 
2 


tar) 
afraid there is ſome plot in this 


ſudden acquaintance er friend 
ſhip. 1 | 


1 Aae her eyes with diliz 
gence; but her whole 'demeanor 


was unexceptionable, and the cha- 


racer of the fair friend finely pre- 
ſerved ; but ſhe ſeems to' under- 


ſtand the method of attaching ſuch 


a man as my father, and, I fear, 


will reverſe the fable of the Turtle 


and Ring Dove, having got the 


clue from him to his heart, by 
making herſelf as neceſſary to his 


peace, as ſhe muſt be PL to 


his aur pay | 


Now, n am 1. e to 


| play the woman in a moſt unwor- 
thy degree. I have never beheld 
Tn D? ſon, or even heard of 


him 


(a) 
him until this viſit; yet am I arm- 
ed, at all points, to refuſe an offer 
J may never receive. What un- 
pardonable prejudgment! May he 
not have his mother's graces, his mo- 
ther's underſtanding, which is much 
celebrated ?—He may; but take 
my word for it, he is nat the man 
I ſhall ever unite myſelf to; for 
your made-up matches are, of all 
things, the moſt odious to me. 
Let the man have cyes to chuſe 
me, on whom 1 am ever prevailed 
upon to beſtow my hand, that I 
may not ſuppoſe the queſtion is 
-coolly canvaſſed whether I ſhall be 
accepted by him, aye or no. I 
am-neither a vain nor an ambitious 
woman; but I own J am not able 
to ſtand the idea of being pointed 
out by the maternal finger to a 
p e that would never other- 
8 wite 
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wiſe have thought of me. I would 
not thus be diſpoſed of, even to the 
Nabob himfelf. Jerry Blackacre 
(for fo my mind would perverſely 
call this unknown young man) ne- 
ver once, however, made his ap- 
pearance; nor did Mamma glance 
rhe way I apprehended. May I 
find myſelf alarmed —— a 
cauſe ! | | 


Mrs. D-—— is a woman of 
taſte and good "education, and has 
a menagery, as you call it in Eng- 
land, of the feathered tribes pecu- 
Har to this country; beautiful cock- - 
atoos, and minhos withoutnumber ; 
lories but ſhe gave five-and-twen- 
ty gold mohrs for three of them; 
they" are natives of Batavia, and 
in high eſteem here for their arti- 
culation: ſhe has alſo a bird with 
5 buff 


bs 


bufi-coloured wings and a white; 
breaſt, of the Bilo ſpecies, that has. 
a million of worſhippers! among 
the Gentoos, and named by them 
the Bramine kite. 


She has preſented me with one 
of each, if Mrs. Hartly can for- 
give my introduction of them into 
her family; but I am certain, if 
they prove inconvenient inmates 
at Calcutta, ſhe will have them ac- 
commodated at Hartly bungilo, 
and my little friends will be kind 
to them for my ſake. 


There are, beſides the Bramine 
kite, very many birds that enjoy 
high privileges; the Indian raven, 
for example, (a bird known in Eu- 
rope by the name of the Rhinoce- 
ros bird) which draw themſelves 
up 


(49 | 
up in curious ranks in the moſt 
populous ſtreets of this town 
without interruption, and are call- 
ed 2 the ſailors . Daw's ſol- 


Mrs. D is to return our 


viſit in a few days. I am but a 


novice in theſe matters; but it 
appears very extraordinary to me, 
that, after what has paſſed be- 
tween her and Mrs. Hartly, (and 
that ſhe cannot flatter herſelf my 
father's refuſal of her can be a ſe- 
cret, as it ſpeaks herſelf) ſhe ſhould 
chuſe to mix with ſuch heteroge- 
neous parties: but ſhe carries off 
the affair with an admirable grace, 


in which my father aſſiſts her in a 


manner peculiar to himſelf, and, I 
believe, without her perception of 
it, It is well for the world at 


e * 3.5L" large, : 


- _ —————— — — = — an * 


T 466 }) | 
large, and happy for me, that all 


hi arts are honeſt ones, and all his 


frauds pious ; for, had a bad man 
Hisendownents, his collected mind, 
his command of face; who would 
be able to ſtand againſt him ?2—I 
will teach myſelf to be a more 
dutiful daughter, and leſs capri- 
cious member of the community, [ 
that I may merit the partiality 1 | 
know you feel for 
pane! 25 Your's, &c. 


S. G. 
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O wotules open return n 
this country rolling in wealth; 
their fees are enormous; if you 
aſk a ſingle queſtion on any affair, 
you pay down your gold mohr, 
Arabella, (two pounds) ] and if he 
writes a letter of only three lines, 
twenty- eight rupees (four pounds)! 
I tremble at the idea of coming 
into their hands; for what muſt be 
the recoveries, to anſwer ſuch im- 
menſe charges - Tou muſt, how- 
ever, be informed, that the num - 
ber of acting attornies on the court 
roll is reſtricted to twelve; who 
ſerve an articled clerkſhip of three 
FRO only, inſtead of five, as in 
| 92 England. 


ES 3 
England. Theſe twelve regular- 
bred gentlemen, nevertheleſs, from 
motives of friendſhip, or for cer- 
tain douceurs beſt known to them- 
ſelves, lend their names, on mani- 
fold occaſions, to the great exten- 
ſion of practice. b 


The ſtyle of living, if you wiſh 
to be deemed genteel, is indeed 
ſuch as demands an ample reve- 
nue ; but the cuſtom of the coun-. 
try is ſo much in favour of im- 
proving your fortune at all points, 
that it is not conſidered in the 
ſmalleſt degree derogatory for gen- 
tlemen of whatever denomination 
to merchandiſe, or, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, to provide lodg- 
ings or lodging-houſes for the 
Eaſt India Company's ſervants, 
who are only temporary reſidents. 
| | The 


= 


(* 


The fee for making a will. is in 
proportion to its length, from five 
gold mohrs upwards ; and as to 
marriage articles, I ſhould ima- 
gine chey would half ruin a man, 
and a proceſs at law be the de- 
ſtruction of both parties. A man 
of abilities and good addreſs in 
chis line, if he has the firmneſs to 
reſiſt the faſhionable contagion, 
gambling, need only paſs one ſe- 
ven years of his life at Calcutta, to 
return home in affluent circum- 
ſtances; but the very nature of 
their profeſſion leads them into gay 
connections, and, having for a time 
complied with the humour of their 
company from prudential motives, 
they become tainted, and proſecute 
their bane from the impulſes of 
inclination. ä | 


Vol. II. E Z My 
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My ' father's Schar has obliged 
me with the introduction of his 
relation, the young Bramin, at 
Hartly Houſe. He has not left 
the Gentoo univerſity at Benares, - 


which is remarkable for its ſanc- 


tity, above three years, He made 
us, however, but a very ſhort viſit; 
as it was near our tea-hour, and he 
could not, by the laws of his reli- 
gion, partake of any refreſhment ; 
but promiſed by his interpreter to 
ſee us again foon. My vanity 
will not let me ſuppreſs one com- 
pliment that was paid me by a 
Moor of great dignity: * Such,” 
faid he, „“ are the daughters of 
Paradiſe. — I would have given 
more than I ſhall mention to have 
known my Bramin had diſtin- 
guiſhed me from the reſt of the 
company ; but was not ſo happy. 


We 


1 
We will, nevertheleſs, if you pleaſe, 
talk of him in his abſence, or at 
leaſt of the people to which he be- 
longs. 


The Gentoos, Arabella, are di- 
vided into five tribes ; the firſt of 
which is the moſt highly eſteemed, 
and the only one (like the tribe of 
Levi among theJews) from whence 
the prieſts are taken: I need not 
"therefore add, it is called Bramins. 


The ſecond 1s the Sittris, whoſe 
profeſſion ought to be the military 
alone; but they are not ſo ſtrict as 
the preceding, and frequently en- 
gage in other employments. 


The third are called the Beiſa 
tribe, which conſiſts chiefly of mer- 
<a bankers, and banias or ſhop- 

E 2 OS: 


{ 52 ) 
keepers ; the ſchars are, I believe, 
of this tribe. | | 


| 1 he fourth are called the Sud- 
der tribe, who, by their original 
inſtitution; are 'the meaneſt ſer- 
vants; nor. can they ever rife 
higher, 


And the fifth are called Atarris, 
which 1s a tribe deſerted by, and 
formed of the refuſe of, all the 
others; the travelling palanquin- 
bearers, the moſt inferior and la- 
borious of all offices, are taken 
from thence, And I will in this 
place inform you, that the travel- 
ling palanquins are ſo conſtructed, 
that you repoſe, as in Revel's ma- 
chine, on a couch—are ſerved with 
your loll ſhrub, or other favourite 
refreſnments—and thus, with in- 

credible 


( 38 3 
credible expedition, are conveyed 
to the diſtance of five hundred, or 
any other number of miles, up the 
country; and there is no other 
mode of travelling by land what- 
ever. 

By water, you have bugeros of 
ſo large a ſize as to accommodate 
whole families; and, being pro- 
vided with live and other ſaitable 
ſtock to your fortune, &c. you 
ſhorten or lengthen your voyage at 
pleaſure, and have your ſtate- room 
cooled by verandas, as in your own 
houſes. You will therefore per- 
ceive, that our pleaſures are not ſo 
local as might be imagined; and, 
in theſe nautical excurſions, it is 


common for ſeveral bugeros to ſet 


out in company, interchange their 
viſits, and have their little concerts, 
5 E 3 „28 
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as agreeably as may be. A party 
of this ſort is planned for my par- 
ticipation, and I ſuppoſe Mrs. 
D575 — will be added to the liſt: 
be it ſo; but, if ſhe would give me 
a favourable impreſſion of her pru- 
dence, ſne will decline being in the 
ſame rn with * father. 


She has, however, told me ſome 
intereſting things; and I begin to 
have confidence in her friendſhip. 


Her father and mother were 
beth- Engliſh, but ſhe was born at 
Calcutta; they conſpired, Arabella, 
at a tender age, to ſacrifice their 


child for wealth. A marriage (if 


it could. be fo called, that was a 
violence on the heart) was. agreed 
to by them, when Mis, D——_ 
was only twelve years old, with. 

7 a great 
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a great military character, whoſe 
manners were ferocious, . and his 
perſon deformed. Nine years did 
he live, the tyrant and the oppreſ- 
for of all who knew him. A li- 
brary was the ſole ſupport of her 
ſpirits, and the ſole relaxation ſhe 
was permitted to enjoy. She bore 
all without complaint; for ſhe was 
ſenſible complaint would be un- 
availing. Her father and mother 
were little benefited by their con- 
duct; the man of war forbad them 
all intercourſe with his wife—he 
would not have her taught the ſin. 
of oppoſition to his will ; ſhe was 
his property, and as ſuch he would 
guard her from the approach of 
perſons who had, to his know- 
ledge, private views to gratify : 
and at length, in order to deliver 
himfelf from their reproaches,- he 
"ag „ offered 
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offered them an annuity for life, on 
condition they reſided in England; 
for England they embarked, without 
being allowed a parting interview 
with their child, but were loſt in 
their paſſage, on the Malabar coaſt; 
which piece of news her huſband 
abruptly communicated to her, 
and laughed at the tears it occa- 
ſioned her. You could not love 
them,” ſaid he, * it is impoſſible ; 
the matrimonial ſale they made of 
you renders it impoſſible ;—to en- 
rich themſelves, they were wholly 
regardleſs of your fate; and, had 
you not married a man of honour, 
you muſt have been miſerable.” 
He died, however, at the end of 
nine years, and ſhe has remained 
nine years a widow. 
. 
Her fortune, it ſeems, has only a 
| | ſhort 
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mort time been clear of litigation ; 
and her health, during that whole 
period, was in a very indifferent 
ſtate. The firſt is now aſcertained 
to her utmoſt ſatisfaction, and the ſe- 
cond happily re-eſtabliſhed ; when, 
unluckily, Arabella, ſhe has creat- 
ed a new grievance for herſelf, that 
nothing but her own death, in all 
probability,” can deliver her mind 


from ſmarting under. — But I will 


return to the Gentoos, 


. TheBramins pretend, that Brum- 
ma, who was their legiſlator both 
in politics and religion, was inferior 
only toGod, He was, poſſibly, ſome 
great and good genius, that, in 
like manner with Confucius of the 
Chineſe, regulated their manners, 
and promoted their happineſs; and 
is therefore rendered, by gratitude 

and 


(8 ) 
and ſuperſtition, the object of their 


The Bramins, however, affirm, 
that he bequeathed them a book 
called the Vidam, containing all 
his doctrines and inſtitutions ; and 
that, though the original is loft, 
they are ſtill poſſeſſed of a com- 
mentary upon it, which they name 
the Shahſtah, written in the Shan- 
ſcrita language; a dead language 
at this time, and known only to 
the priefts who ſtudy it. The foun- 
dation of Brumma's doctrine con® 
ſifted, it is ſaid, in the belief of a 
Supreme Being, who created a re- 
_ gular gradation of beings, ſome ſu- | 
-perior, and ſome inferior to man; 
in the immortality of the ſoul ;— 
and a furure ftate of rewards and. 


puniſh- 


9) 

puniſhments, to be beſtowed and 
received in a tranſmigration into 
different bodies, according to the 
lives they had led in their pre- 
exiſtent ſtate. From which it ap- 
pears moſt likely, that the Pytha- 
gorean metempſychoſis took its 
riſe in India; — but that the neceſ-- 
ſity of inculcating this ſublime, 
but otherwiſe complicated doctrine, 
into the lower ranks, induced the 
prieſts, who are by no means' (the 
ceaſe in moſt religions under the 
ſun) unanimous in their doctrines, 
to have recourſe to ſenſible repre- 
ſentations of the Deity and his at- 
tributes : ſo that the original doc 
trines of Brumma have degene- 
rated into dowaright and ridicu- 
lous idolatry, in the worſhip of 
divers animals, of à variety of 
images, and ſome of the moſt hi- 
; deous- 
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deous figures, either delineated or 
carved; and they have holidays to 
the number of twenty annually, in 
honour of each;—a kind of reli- 
gious jubilee, during which public 
proceſſions and feſtivals take place; 
which 1 ſhall not fail to deſcribe 
to you on e a eee of 
them. | 


All their other pleaſures are con- 
fined to viſiting their pagodas or 
temples, which are ſtupendous but 
diſguſting buildings, and to the 
ſatisfactions of domeſtic life; and 
they aſſuredly are, as I have already 
obſerved to you, the moſt tranquil 
and temperate people on earth.— 
But, beſides the tribes I have ſer be- 
fore you their ancient mode of ar- 
ranging their precedence, and their 
numbers of caſts or claſſes, divi- 
n ſions 
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fons of thoſe tribes, I ſhall have 
oOccaſion to obſerve to you here- 
after. Water is their drink; but 
ſuch, Arabella, is their ſtrict adhe- 
rence to what they deem their re- 
ligious duties, that, though expir- 
ing with thirſt, they would not taſte 
the water of their ſacred rivers, 
the Indus, called by them Sindab, 
the Kiſna, and the Ganges; the 
tanks or fiſn- ponds, fed by the hea- 
vens, or by natural ſprings, being 
alone their liquor on all occaſions. 
But they never fail to waſh them- 
ſelves in the Ganges, or to oil their 
bodies, before they break their faſt. 
In a word, their manners are highly 
intereſting, from their ſimplicity 


and liberal- mindedneſs; and I bluſh - 


to feel how ſuperior to all that 
Chriſtianity can boaſt, of peace and 
good -will towards men, But, my 
dear 
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dear Arabella, I have one caution 
'to give you, which is, not to ſet me 
down for a plagiariſt, though you 
ſhould even ſtumble upon the like- 
neſs, verbatim, of my deſcriptions 
of the Eaſtern world in print; or 
once preſume” to conſider ſuch , 
printed accounts as other than ho- 
nourable teſtimonies of my faith- 
Ful relations: and certain it is, that 
true and genuine relations of ob- 
jects and events admit of very lit- 
tle variation of language. This 
premiſed, I ſhall not doubt of in- 
Forming or entertaining you (and 
perhaps both the one and the other) 
in repeated inſtances; and ill re- 
quited be the buſy individual that 
attempts to leſſen the conſequence, 
or impeach the originality of my 
reports. | 


Wo 

This doctrine of the metemply - 
choſis is to me the religion of hu- 
manity; for it is apparent, that 
no other tenet, temporal or divine, 
could have ſo effectually reſtrained 
the ſons and daughters ef this 
Eaſtern world from committing 
the wantoneſt acts of cruelty to- 
wards the brute creation, as the 
apprehenſion of being expoſed, 
by the chances of tranſmigration, 
to ſimilar evils ;—apparent from 
the marking effect it has on the 
conduct of the Gentoos, in contra- 
diſtinction to all other ſpecies of 
natives; for, inſtead of the arro- 
gance and ferocity daily manifeſt- 
ed by the ſeveral nations around. 
them, their hearts are ſoftened into 
a tender concern for the kind treat- 
-ment of every creature living—a 
concern 
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concern which ſo powerfully re- 
gulates their feeling, that, in the 
very boſom of voluptuouſneſs, they 
will feed on no delicacies but ſuch 
as the vegetable kingdom preſent 
them with, except the nectareous 
juices obtainable from animals with 
relief to themſelves, and ſalubrity to 
their owners a very elegant manner, 


I expect you to allow, of telling 
you that milk is a favourite article of 


the Gentoo diet. How unlike the 
degenerate poſterity of Adam 


(Of half that live, the butcher and the tomb) 


is this order of beings! and how 
caſy the tranſition into angelic na- 
tures ! | 


But enough of the Gentoos for 


the N wg and of every other ſub- 
ject, 
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ze, except the laſt and firſt that 
occupies my thoughts, namely, with 
what affection I am | 


Your unalerable friend, Kc. * 
of S. G. 
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HYSIC, as well as law, is a 
gold mine to its profeſſors, to 
work it at will. The medical gen- 
tlemen at Calcutta, Arabella, make 
their viſits in palanquins, and re- 
ceive a gold mohr each patient, for 
every common attendance —extras 
are enormous. 


Medicines are alſo rated ſo high, 
that it is ſhocking to think of: in 
order to ſoften which public evil as 
much as poſſible, an apothecary's 
ſhop is opened at the Old Fort, by 
the Company, i in the nature of your 
London Diſpenſaries, where drugs 


are vended upon reaſonable terms. 


A. 


L - a a. ; , 
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The following charges area ſpecimen 
| of the expences thoſe Europeans in- 
| cur, who lacrifice to r 


An ounce of bark, three rupees, 
ſeveh and ſixpence—an ounce of 


| ſalts, one rupee, half a crown—a : 

| bolus; one rupee—a bliſter, tuo 
rupees, five ſhillings and ſo on in 
proportion; ſo that, literally ſpeaking, | 
you may ruin your fortune to pre- 
2 your life. 


, But then, to balance this formid#- 
4 ble account, every profefion has its 
amazing advantages : accordingly, | 
as I am told, it is no uncommon , 
thing to clear a hundred and forty. 
pet cent. by merchandize, on mamy 
European articles, and patticulatly' | 
the ornamental for lakes, and. ,off,, 
men's has. 

* F 2 eee 
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Moreover, from the high demands 
at taverns and coffee-houſes, you 
may conclude proviſions are brought 
to market at a high price: on the 
contrary, even during the time the 
Eaſt-India Company's ſhips are ly- 
ing off Calcutta, and ſo abundantly 
increaſe the conſumption, ſix fine 


ducks are ſold for a rupee, two and 
ſixpence. Bread 1s alſo good and 


cheap; fiſh both excellent and cheap. 


Likewiſe, fowls, eggs, and milk, very 
cheap; butter dear—geeſe cheap— 
turkies dear; and, Arabella, half a 


ſheep is often bought for one rupee. 


Vegetables are plentiful and very 


fine—the potatoes are better taſted, 
in my opinion, though much ſmaller, 
than in their native ſoil—we have 
ſalads in great quantities, and with- 
in every one's purchaſe - and French 
beans and green peaſe, are, I am 
told, 


* - _- 
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told, in as high perfection at Chriſt- 
mas, as in the meridian of your ſum- 
mer ſeaſon, and with this advantage, 
that they have them in your ſummer 
alſo. Fruit of every kind is dehght- 
ful—oranges, lemons, limes, pome- 
granates, ananas, pommelos (which 
are brought to table ſtript of their 
outſide coat), plantains, &c. &c. 
the product of their own ſoil; with 
apples, as a rarity, currants, raſpber- 
ries, &c. &c. from my native coun- 
try, and raiſed here with much care 
and attention. Thus you will perceive 
wine is the heavieſt family article; 
for, whether it is taken faſhionably 
or medicinally, every lady, even 
to your humble ſervant, drinks 

at leaſt a bottle per diem, and the 
a four times that quantity 
—a fine number of twelve and ſix- 
. in the courſe of the year! 
14 Their 
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Their domeſtic animals are the ſame 
28 in England—and, in in like manner 
with England, dogs of various kinds, 
and cats, are great favourites the 
ladies haye alſo parrots, ſquirrels, 
minhos, lories, &c. &c. as Pert | 
aBJIOTESC 
T bey have elephants, camels, 
horſes (Arabian and Armenian), oxen, 
buffaloes, ſheep, deer, lions, and 
Tigers darting fierce 
Impetuous on the prey their glance has 
* doom'd, , 


as Thomſon tells you; with many 
I have not enabled myſelf to 
mention,—Nor muſt you be unin- 
formed, that to hunt this terrific 
creature, 4 5 ne of the polite amuſe- 
ments of the Eaſt ; on wbich occaſion 
the gentlemen fer forth with all 
e — e, 
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of mufic, And Yogs, and fÞears, and 
ſometimes give fatal diſplays of theit 
courage. I am happy to no ny 
father will never make one th ſuch 
wild parties; for fiirely there is 
much more of trddrnef than” =, 


in thus ſporting with their pe 
ſafety, and braving the Author of 


their exiſtence. I know very well, 
Arabella, that hunting theſe rapa- 
cious and powerful animals, cat 
boaſt both ancient and regal ori- 
gin; but what is wrong in itſelf, 


can never be rendered richs, becaufe 


ſome illuſtrious brute or blockhead 
has made i it his Freier. 


The farmers, who ſupply che C41 # 


cutta markets, reſide chiefly about 


creeks and little bays formed by che 

artificial meanders of the Ganges 

and have's Beifer' dy onee 4 werk. 
F 4 for 
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for the ſale of their commodities— 
eſpecially up Tomluek river, as high 
as eight miles, which, though ſhal- 
low, is navigable for all Bugeros ; 
and it is faſhionable to viſit the 
dairies, &c. &c. in its neighbour- 
Confectionary ſhops are kept both 

by French and Engliſh men; but 
the latter.are moſt approved, and 
their profits are far from inconſider- 


able nor 1s it unreaſonable it ſhould 


be ſo, when it is remembered they 
have their wiſhes to reviſit the coun- 
try of their birth, in common with 
their ſuperiors; and are willing to 
- purchaſe that felicity by . dint of 
toil, in the ſervice of thoſe who 
chooſe to employ them: they have 
large imports in this way, as, I be- 
lieve, I have already mentioned, 
Sid | s from 


| . 
from England. You will perceive I 
am not unobſerving or unenquiring. 
But to As to other matters. 


2 His Majeſty 8 ee would 
have been uſhered in with ringing 
of bells (the conſtant herald of joy 
in England) but for one little im- 
pediment, viz. Arabella, that there is 
but one church bell at preſent in 
all Calcutta, and that a deep melan- 
choly-toned one, for the ſole pur- 
poſe of telling the public ſome one 
of their fellow individuals is no 
more. All funeral proceſſions are 
however concealed as much as poſ- 
ſible from the ſight of the ladies, 
that the vivacity of their e 
* not be wo unden. 


5 * coins indeed 4 af... 
fefting things at Calcutta, no hearſes 
i being 
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deing here introduced, or hired 
mourners employed: for, as it often 
happens in the gay circles, that a 
friend is dined with one day, and 
the next in eternity the feelings 
are intereſted, the ſenſations awful, 
and the mental queſtion, ſor the pe- 
riod of interment at leaſt, Which 
will be to- morrow's victim? — The 
departed one, of whatever rank, is 
carrried on men's ſhoulders (like 
-your walking funerals in England) 
and a proceſſion of gentlemen equal- 
1y numerous, and reſpectable from the 
extent of genteel connexions, follow- 
ing - the well: ſituated and 
being univerſally eſteemed and ca- 
reſſect whilft living, and lamented 
when dead. The Padra, however, has 
His ample profits; who performs this 
. Jab pidus act with the greateſt pro- 

ꝓriety: but, fuck is the elaſticity af 


inen European 
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European minds, that, the enſuing 
day, the tavern is again viſited by 
thoſe very gentlemen, who know, 
and acknowledge it to have been the 
bane of their loſt friend. exceſſes of 
this kind being only ſuicide in a dif- 
ſerent form, than the piſtol or fword, 
by which many of my countrymen 
in England precipitate themſelves 
into the manſion of ſpirits, with how 
much confuſion of heart and of face, 
no one has yet been permitted to 
return and declare; — but they have 
reaſon and morality for their guide, 
and when thoſe are unattended to, 
it is not probable they would be 
made ſenfible of the firſt la and 
duty of exiſtence, ſelf-· preſer vation, 
chu one roſe from the dead. 
tor gi eig. 
As a * ſubject, however. 
both for nn and myſelf, 1 with 
LG 2G OT mention 
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mention to you, on this opportu- 
nity, ſomewhat of chriſtenings :— 
five gold mohrs 1s the ſmalleſt fee 
thought of for the Padra's trouble 
in this inſtance—with the partic1- 


pation, moreover, of an entertain- 


ment that would put a lord-mayor's 
feſtival outof countenance: his Re- 
verence mult therefore have a fine 
time of it but gold mohrs are 
dealt about at Calcutta, as half 
crowns in England; and I leave 
you to determine with how good 
a grace a family of fortune or title 
could offer a clerical man, of re- 
ſpectable character, half a crown 
for his ere benedidtion. 


be Gentoo holidays begin to- 
morrow—when I ſuppoſe I ſhall 
Have rx news for you; and you may 
es 22 aſſure 


0 
1 * 
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aſſure yourſelf, I ſhall be on the 
look out to do you pleaſure. 


I have ſeen the opening pro- 
ceſſion, and am much entertained 
by it. A certain number of 
Bramins, dreſſed after their pe- 
culiar manner, with countenances 
ſuch as Guido would have be- 
ſtowed on a heavenly ſaint, led 
the way, a prodigious multitude of 
people following, with an idol 
ſuperbly dreſſed with ſilver, gold, 
pearls, and the richeſt manufactures 
— which is carried about from ſtreet 
to ſtreet, till ſufficiently exhibited, 
with drums, flutes,  &c. &c to 
the manifeſt delight of all parties, 
and then lodged in one of their pa- 
* as a ſacred, though. tem- 


porary 
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porary depoſit ; for it ſeems, Ara 
bella, that on the laſt day of theſe 
religious raree-ſhews, all the idols 
are collected into a body, and, in a 
kind of pious frenzy, plunged into 
the Ganges, with thirty or forty per- 
ſons ſwimming round them, until 
the noble act of ſinking them to the 
bottom is effected, when they re- 
turn with inconceivable ſatisfac- 
tion to their reſpective homes - and 
then proper perſons are ſet to work 
to furniſn them with new ones; 
the poor deluded creatures en- 
dangering their lives, though moſt 
expert ſwimmers; for the conteſt 
is, who ſhall be the happy one to 
perform this ceremony, conceiving 
it the higheſt honour of mortality 
to be aiding and aſſiſting in drown- 
ing theſe divine works of their oun 
_ CITE 
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It is, indeed, one of the grand 
articles of the Gentoo faith, that 
the waters of the rivers: Ganges, 
Kiſna, and Indus, have the facred 
virtue of purifying thoſe who bathe 
therein, from all pollutions and fins 
—they are therefore commanded ' 
by Brumma, (in his bock of pi- 
ous inſtructions, the Vidam) to 
dwell ſolely in the neighbourhood 
of ſome one of thema tenet that 
is founded in good policy, by its 
prohibition of their migrating in- 
to diſtant countries; for it is re- 
markable, that the ſacred rivers 
are ſo ſituated, that there ĩs no part 
of India where the inhabitants have 
not an opportunity of freeing them- 
ſelves from their ſins by this mode 
of purgation.;—the Ganges flow». 
ing chraugh the kingdom of Bengal 
— b its the Carnatic 
205 from 
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from Golconda—and the Sindale, 
or Indus, waſhing Gugurate, and 
all the parts bordering upon Perſia. 
But they do not want any thing 
from abroad, having neither vanity 
nor ambition to gratify. 


They are ſubject to early old- 
age, as I have mentioned on a for- 
mer occaſion; and have ſo little 
paſſion for vigorous exertions, that 
it is a favourite maxim with them, 
That it 1s better to ſit than to walk, 
to lie down than to ſit, to ſleep 
than to wake, and that death is 


beſt of all. 


So ſoon as theſe holidays are 
over, the'races will take place, 
and I am preparing to appear with _ 
eclat as my father's daughter.—I 


coſt him large ſums ; but we can- 
| not 
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not have the purchaſe without the 
price; and, I promiſe you, he has 
the full credit of his generoſity to 
me,—He calls me his ſecond ſelf 
I think he miſcalls me, for ] verily 
believe I am the firſt object of his 
care and kindneſs; nay more, that 
he is attentive to his own health 
and accommodation, chiefly on my 
account—and I wiſh very many 
young women, more deſerving than 
myſelf, could ſay the ſame. 


I have as yet given you only a 
very inadequate idea of the wealth, 
the numerous dependents, the pow] - 
er, and the importance of the Com- 
pany on this commercial ſpot.— 
However, before I advance one 
ſtep further, let me ſet before you 1 
the rapid progreſs they have made a 
in all theſe acquiſitions, © 

Vor. II. G In 
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In the year 1600, their ſtock 
conſiſted of only . 70,000—they 
nevertheleſs had the ſpirit to fit 
out four ſhips, which being ſuc- 
ceſsful, their proſperity augmented 
annually. 


Eaſt-India ſtock ſold from 360 
to 500 per cent. in 1680—and a 
new Company was eſtabhſhed in 


11689—the old one re-eſtabliſhed, 


and the two united, in 1700—and 
they agreed to give Government 
L. 400,000 a year, for four years, to 
remain uninterrupted, in 1769. 


Such are the proſperous flights 
of commerce, when wiſdom and 
Juſtice holds the regulating rein ;— 
but there are Phaetons every where; 
and no wonder, therefore, that this 


chariot of the ſun has had its 
wheels 


(-. F< Y:; 


wheels taken off at certain periods, 
Temptation is the fiery ordeal of 
virtue, and eaſtern bribes ſo port- 
able, that it is almoſt a miracle to 
eſcape unhurt in ſome tender part 
—our fame or our conſcience ;—— 
and let him that is qualified ſtand 
forth, and prove he is not included 
under this deſcription of men, 


I enquire every day about the 
arrival of ſhips, and find many do 
arrive; whence comes it then, 
Arabella, that you remember me 
not ? 


- Mrs. Hartley has looked in upon 

me, and moſt ſeverely condemns 

my cloſe-application to my pen.— 

I ſhall blind myſelf, ſhe ſays, and 
tear my neryes to pieces. — She 
| G 2 found 
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found me not only incorrigible, 
but I ſet ſuch good and ſufficient 
reaſons before her, for the practice 
ſhe impeached, that ſhe left me, 
(having given me the information, 
that the races commence in three 
days) confeſſing it could not be 
diſcontinued. In three days, there- 
fore, my dear Arabella, you attend 
me to the turf, where, if I do not 
break forth on the public eye with 
unuſual ſpirit, I greatly fear the 
celebrity I can now boaſt, will at- 
tain its utmoſt meridian, and ra- 
pidly decline : the preparation is 
important, and my friends muſt be 
conſulted in every inſtance — I 
therefore beg leave to devote this 
whole day, at leaſt, to the advance- 
ment of ſo great and neceſſary a 
deſign, without writing another 
word. la 4 

| Here 
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Here you have me again, be- 
yond my own promiſe or intention, 
engaged in your ſervice; — but, 
you muſt know, I have met with 
a little ſurpriſe of a ſingular na- 
ture — an addition, Arabella, to 
our uſual viſitants.— I therefore 
ſaid not a word: reſpecting my 
appearance, but waited in quiet 
expectation of the young man's be- 
ing announced to me, (as is the 
cuſtom), previous to every notice I 
could condeſcend to take of him. 


The morning paſſed away, and 
he was not announced! — ſtrange 
this but true; —if he is deemed 
worthy admiſſion to our parties, 
why ſhould he not have the uſual. 
paſſport to converſation? Rut it is 

G 3 idle 
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idle for me to mention ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance—and yet, as he appeared 
a ſtranger, and has a faceof promiſe 
(for it is only doing him juſtice to 
ſay, underſtanding and good-nature 
are apparent in his-countenance), I 
muſt think it wrong to leave me 
in my awkward ſituation reſpecting 
him.—-If Mrs. Hartly thinks I ſhall 
make him of ſo much conſequence 
as, to enquire after him, ſhe is 
miftaken; for I am too well 
aware of the inference, as it is the 
firſt thing of the kind that could 
be charged upon me.—lI will or- 
der my palanquin, and ſteal a viſit 
to the children I ſo much admire— 
their kind and innocent endear- 
ments will be doubly agreeable to 
me, now'that I am in an abſolute 
fit of .diſhumour with myſelf, and 
= me 1 ; Arabella, alone 

| excepted ; 
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excepted ; my father, on this oc- 
caſion, having ſhewn no more at- 
tention to my feelings, than the 
reſt of my friends in this houſe. 


So ſaid, and ſo done — for, Ara- 
bella, before a ſingle creature had 
an idea of ſuch a thing, was I arri- 
rived at Hartly Bungilo, and as 
happy as 2 princeſs. Mrs. Ri- 
der, the children's governante, re- 
ceived me in a moſt pleaſing man- 
ner; and I, for the firſt time, had 
| leiſure to obſerve a cuſtom, with 
which I am delighted—it is the 
compliment paid to my country, 
in the taſte at Calcutta in ſtatuary; 
for, inſtead of Neptune, his lady 
wife, and whole train of aquatic 
attendants, ſaluting your eye, out 
of their natural element, theſe 

G 4 Bungilo 
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Bungilo gardens are adorned by 
. a. Thomſon, a Johnſon, &c. &c.; 

in a word, all the literary 5 
ters, to which the Britiſh empire 
has given birth; and a very uſeful 
effect thofe objects have upon the 
mind—for, by a natural and in- 
ſtantaneous combination of ideas, 
the Seaſons were opened on my 
view; with Raſſelas and his friends 
I traverſed the Ethiopian regions; 
and ſo of the reſt: nor did I ever, 
until that moment, know the fund 
of literary knowledge I am miſtreſs 
of : and the utility muſt be general 
to the beholders ;—for in youth it 
excites enquiry, in maturity, re- 
collection: and it is my fixt and 
firm reſolve, whenever I reviſit 
England, (a nabobeſs, you will 
obſerve) to canſtitute my gardens 


an equal ſouree of entertainment and 


inſtruction 
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inſtruction to all who are permitted 
to frequent them. Mrs. Rider, 
perceiving how enthuſiaſtic I was 

— (for! abſolutely anſwered 
her kind and polite queſtions in he- 
roics) ſaid ſhe was tempted to ſhew 
me Mrs, Hartly 8 cloſet. “ Your 
viſits, Madam,” continued ſhe, 
« have been ſo ſhort, that I con- 
ceived there was not time to intro- 
duce you, where you would doubt- 
leſs wiſh to ſpend ſome hours 
for it is a cabinet of no leſs elegant 
than rational curioſities, and I have 
the honour to be truſted with the 
key, for the purpoſe of improving 
the minds. of my young pupils, as 
occaſion requires, with Eule lec- 
tures upon its contents.” — I was 
impatient to be admitted; and the 
obliging Mrs. Rider led the way, 
without further preface or prepara- 


tion. | I will 
\ 


r 
I will never forgive Mrs. Hartly, 
for ſo long keeping me unacquaint- 
ed with this proof of her fine taſte, 
 liberality of temper, admirable 
judgment, and elegant mode of 
pending her leiſure time. The 
walls are covered with a pink pa- 
per from China, of the ſofteſt tint, 
as a ground to the portraits ar- 
ranged around. —Here, Arabella, 
the poor Marchioneſs of Taviſtock, 
from the hands of one of your firſt 
artiſts, ſheds her unavailing tears; 
the tears of conjugal affection, and 
wounded peace, never more to be 
healed on this ſide the manſions 
of eternity. And here alſo the 
lovely and royal victim of female 5 
ambition, is drawn in her ſtate of 
diſconſolation, robbed of her crown, 
her fame, her children, of all that 
is dear and eſtimable in exiſtence, 
9 | except 
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except her beauty — but that is 
pourtrayed in a ſtyle of languor 
and ſoftneſs, that relieves the feel- 
ings, by intimating her ſufferings 
are near their termination.— Ah! 
my Arabella, who loſt more, 
or had more to loſe, than this 
ſweet child of ſorrow—tranſplant- 
ed from the nurſery to a throne, 
and ſurrounded by "dangers, a- 
gainſt which ſhe had never been 
taught to guard—the malign dan- 
gers of ſelf-intereſt in a high- 
reaching and daring breaſt !—Bur - 
I ſhall take an opportunity of 
. ſpeaking more largely on the ſub- 
jet, as alfo of giving you the 
names of the other fair and amia- 
ble perſonages, ſelected by my diſ- 
tinguiſhing friend from all others, 
to ornament and embelliſh this in- 
valuable apartment. One more, 
however, 
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however, I mult place before you 
La whole length; a highly-finiſhed 


piece—inſeribed, Arabella, us, 


40 | Whoſe nice diſcermuent, Virgil Ake, i is ſuch, 
* Never to ay too little, or too much. * 


T he duayery is well ei the 
attitude happily choſen; the like- 
neſs maſterly; the commentary on 


the Genius of Shakeſpear, which lies 
on; a table in the back ground, a 
very ons” termination of the 
_= vole. 1 | 


51. own, — feel myſelf a; 


when. my mind tells me this lady 


is my countrywoman; for to her 
literary endowments are ſuper- 


added gifts, that beſpeak her one 
of the firſt fayourites of Heaven 
Ea heart replete with benevo- 
ner, and a hand prompt to be- 


ſtow; 
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ſtow; in a word; ſhe is an equal 
honour and bleſſing to the age =. 
which ſhe lives. 


| Mrs. Rider hinted to me: (with 
great deference). that I. ſhould 
make my friends uneaſy by my 
elopement; and, my father having 
a right to my unremitting attention; 
however might chooſe to fancy 
he neglected me, I heſitated not to 
return; where I found the family 
in amazement, and the young gen- 
tleman ſeemed to have adopted 
their feelings. I laughed the mat- 
ter off with a good grace, and, 
profeſſing myſelf infinitely obliged 
to Mrs. Rider, for her entertain- 
ment of me, retired, and was not 
again viſible till We 


At 1 e sche 8 ; 
| verſal 
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verſal topic—and I find Engliſh 
jockies are well rewarded, if they 
viſit Calcutta. There will be a ball 
on the evening of the firſt day, 
given by the Company, at the Court- 
houſe, to which all the Company's 
ſervants are entitled to free admiſ- 
fion. So that, at leaſt, there will be 
men enough; and, as the weather is 
remarkably favourable, fine ſport is 
expected. Thus, you find, we Aſi- 
atics can contrive to vary our plea- 
ſures; and muſt be the envy of the 
European ladies, were they to read, 
that we of Calcutta live only to be 
adored, and that our:gentlemen aſk 
no higher happineſs than permiſſion 
to pay vs their unending adoration. 
— You ſhall hear of me again in a 
few hours—at five o'clock in the 
afternoon we take our phaetons.— 
The race-ground: is three miles i in 
. circu 
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circuit, and, I imagine, is found a 
laborious heat in this country, for 
once round is all that 1s attempted, 
—But-I will not-prejudge an exhi- 
bition, of which I ſhall fo ſoon 
become a glad ſpectator : — the 
horſes are bred and attended at 
a great expence, as with you in 
England, — But I have done — 
adieu, 
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tigue el av ſo ford to com- 


rmſinicate, "but, like your hero- 
ines in 1 romance, am ſo unable 
to Keep myſelf awake that the 
moment my muſketto curtains are 
ready, I muſt ſlide into repoſe; and 
may the dreams of the morning 
on 2 eq val the pleaſures of the 
125 and 1 ſhall not, except 
97 055 abſence, have a wiſh un- 
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Wy I promiſed to addreſs you ar 
gain on Papeß yeſterday; but I 


EW . - | liitle 
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litfle foreſaw what buſineſs was in 
ſtore for me,—Mrs. D-—, as I 
imagined, goes with us, and came 
laſt night, at a late hour, to ſolicit 
Mr. Hartly's company in her phae- 
ton -!] looked at my father—who, 
turning to Mrs. Hartly, ſaid, 1 
hope you underſtand, Madam, that 
1 rely upon the honour of being 
your attendant beau on every pub- 
lic pleaſurable occaſion.” — Mrs. 


Hartly-bowed, and ſmiled affent, 


There fat the ſtranger ſpeech- 
lefs, though animated—and, until 
J had refuſed ſeveral gay offers, 
"poke not; when, in a half whiſper, 
the ſpirit at length moved him to 
alk, if he might aſpire—and a look 
of meaning was left to finiſh the 
ſentence. | 


| _ 


Wor. II. nun 
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My father {aid he ſhould be moſt 
happy, and Mrs. Hartly was warm 
in his recommendation—1, there- 
fore, could not decline an offer, 
os nevertheleſs ſcarcely knew. how 
to accept, as he remained, the John 
in the cloud, every body is oy 
ed until they are arroguced.. 


q Having opened his mouth for the 
firſt time, in my preſence, with ſuc- 
ceſs, he began to take a part in the 
converſation; ; and ſoon diſcovered 
two things—yes, Arabella, two, un- 
leſs I am greatly deceived, namely, 
that he is a well-bred youth, and 
not without the fecret deſire of 
becoming one of my moſt obe · 
dient humble ſervants.— But my 
obedient humble ſeryants are al- 
ready ſo numerous, that IL do not 
believe I have room for one more 

5 uf * 3 
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upon the liſt. 2 nevertheleſs think | 
you would plead | in his behalf, if 
you was to ſee him: he is—ſo in 
fact like yourſelf in his perſon, 
bas ſo agreeable a voice, ſo happy 
a manner, and fifty other valuable 
accompliſhments, that, was I in a 
land whete love was of longer du- 
ration before it terminates in ma- 
trimony, I will not ſay but 1 might 
be in ſome danger of. liſtening to 
him ; but ſuch is the cuſtom at 
Calcutta, that, before I ſhall -be 
certain my affections are really 
engaged, or that I am likely to be 
able to prevail on myſelf to fix for 
life, he will be ſnapped up, if he has 
brought an unengaged heart amon 8 
us, (which is to me, however, 2 
doubtful point) by ſome female or 
other, who regulates both her feel- 
ings and her conduct by the eſta- 
H 2 bliſhed 
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bliſhed, ſtandard. I hall, there= 


fore, enter into nothing! more than 
a ver) gbr b e with 
him.—Bur the races, 2 aps, you 
all when # are 0 bg hear of the 
Sf Bam>9 30 18 U. 111 415 * al 49 F 
"i the firſt STI Arabella, PY 
low me to tell you, (for it is a 
proper prelude to what follows) 
not a phaeton on the turf was more 
noticed than mine my horſes are 
Armenian, well trained and bitted 
— my. reins elegant my own dreſs 
becoming the dreſs of my Seapoys 
magnificent my attendant beau 
che envy of the men, and the ad- 
miration of the women; ;—and could 


any bappineſs be more complete 


i > 6 
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venegade, Wld ech et hi pike 
n. ce Piste, e , ene: 
Kos ebe —he's erally 
ON near us his eyes, what Pa- 

terna approbation did they not 
ſparkle with! though he ſeemed to 
forbid their ſaying too much; and 
my beau Had dignity in his viſible 
ſatisfaction, that proved him to be 
of European birth and education 
of taſte and ſentiment. 5 For, | 
however little he ſaid, he was 
to me the beſt male companjon 
I have met with at Calcutta, 


the Governor and Mr. Hartly ex 
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The eck were kn 4 
many of which were Moors; 1 
obſerve, Arabella, (though, "th 

piece of information; is 0 no A 
gree contectetf with my prefent® 
ab © " ſabjea) 


that t 


(102 % 
ſubje&) chat the Moors of Indoſtan,, 
often called Mongols, are of the 
faith of Omar, the Turkiſh. Ma- 
hometans of we faith of Hali. 


The horſes were led to the ſtart-- 
ing chair, four in number; and: 
the jockies, diſtinguiſhed by the 
colour of their turbans, prepared; 
themſelves for the word of com- 

mand the word, Arabella, was. 
given, and they went off full 
ſpeed—my eyes followed them, 
not wholly impartially, for my fa- 
ther had declared his wiſhes, and: 
his wiſhes were adopted by me. 
Our favourite was the ſucceſsful ad- 
venturer; but, between ourſelves, 
ſuch are the diſadvantages of cli- 
mate, that. one good. Engliſh poſt- 

| horſe, would infallibly have borne 
* the © Prize. s were n. 


at 
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ES 

at the Governor's; in Hut retürn, 
with te a, coffee, &. Md ie 
tkence Wet home Mee „ and 
to. adofn ourſelves for the an” b 
"7; 
a Kiw ao not f ſuſpect i of mind- 
ing foch a thing, for 1 only men- 
tion it for its N to 

me it was beyond meaſure fingula 
that the handſome inſenſible 1 55910 | 
hohoured ſoabundantly, in the face 
of all my admirers, ſhould” not 
have the politeneſs to aſk the fa- 
vout of my hand for the evening 
—inſomuch that J refolved, if he 
attempted it on my appeating it 
the ball-room, 1 would refute hit; 


1940 HOW 


© Note, Arabella, if you” take it 
in your head to wiſh''to know 
the dreſſes of the company, 79 
male or female, 1 an refef yo 


H 4 *. 
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to'the faſtiviis in England in their 
higheſt/ and moſt expenſive tare 
of orient and decoration. For; 
except ĩn the article of mourning, 
(which is chiefly the beautiful caſ- 
ſemires Which are the produce and 
manufactures of the Eaſt) there is 
little difference between the appear- 
ance df u fine lady at Bengal, and a 
fine lady in London — for fine ladies 
in London have found out the ele- 
gance of enwrapping themſelves 
inſhawls; and thoſe treaſures. of 
the mine, and of the ocean, dia- 
monds and pearls, are well known 
in England, though not in ſuch 
profuſion; for thoſe diſplayed at 
the ball- room would, moderately 
ſpeaking, have purchaſed half a 
dozen . . 
Mole qe ö e ! 
a can hewever, at tedgrh juſti- 
Zar fy 
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che propriety: of Poylyis beha- 
viour (the name off myf news 
aequaintange) from finding. he 
knew, though I did: not, the eti 
quette of balls at Calcutta, for 
you muſt know the Eaſtern ladies, 
in order to-preſerve. the peace and. 
good. order of ſociety, as Well a 
to promote the felicity of the even- 
ing, never dance above two coun 
try dances with one and the ſame 
gentleman—accordingly, you will. 
perceive, had Doyly taken advan- 
tage of my want of information, 
the trees of deſtruction would, 
the enſuing morn, have been wit - 
neſs to the bloodſhed, of which l. 
ſhould. have been the innocent, 
he the . ©2012 46224 
nosob 

The youth, however, Hoo cloſe 
Wi: my father the whole even- 


ing, 


N 
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ing, „(on which account, I doubt 
not, it was that T was taken in a 
ſoft moment) when, with a diffi- 
dence and reſpe& the Eaſtern air 
will ſoon cure him of, he beſought 
the honour of going down one 
dance with me though, on recol- 
lection, he did not arrive at this 
high point of courage, until my fa- 
ther had ſanctioned his preſumption 
by one of his ſpeaking ſmiles. He 
approached me, bowed, and bow- 
ed again when, (could you have 
ſuppoſed it?) my hand, without the 
concurrence of my heart, was deli- 
vered up to him, and he had con- 
ducted me to my ſeat, before I was 
ſenſible of my breach of reſolution 


reſpecting him. 


In ſhort, my ſweet friend, "I 


_—_— was not the ſtumbling- 
block 
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block of my ambition, and flattery 
here the daily incenſe of the ſex, 
there is no ſaying what might hap- 
pen; for Doyly's flattery is of a 
moſt inſinuating kind — his eyes 
are full of expreſſion, and. the 
language of good ſenſe flows from 
his lips; — but, I have a vow, 
that ſtares my conſcience in the 
face, on the bare mention of Doy- 
ly's winning talents — and it is 
well I have: for, inſtead of the 
ceremony of appointing a diſtant 
day, and all the dangling viſits paid 
in conſequence thereof, you are lia- 
ble, at Calcutta, to be plundered of 
your conſent any evening of your 
life; and, without time to collect 
yourſelf, much leſs to retract by 
the Padra's being one of the com- 
pany, may be induced to give him a 
claim. to twenty gold mohrs, be- 


fore 
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fore he takes his leave ; and ſ0;- 
my good Arabella, being married 
in haſte, be leſt to rer 
Siſors. 


, ̃]— Ä 


The only ts for which Py 
is, that, inſtead of the mortification. 
ſo often experienced in England, 
on the matrimonial diſenchant- 
ment, you have innumetable me-= 
thods of filling up your time 
agreeably,. and are not leſs be- 
loved by the world, for en 
en no ues = 
Sil 2 M4; 

; rod oh at I have alreadywri tten 
of magnificent entertainments, it 
muſt be unneceſſary to mention, 


that gur ſupper * ſideboard were 
magnificent. 019200; /29t@1 

-19319y 936451 EJ . 
Ihe ball room, at che Court- 
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Hauſe, i is ſpacious; and, finely- 11 
luminated the attendance prince 
1y—and the ladies angels. olan 


91793); | 
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Aeg the 1s young Edwin bow” 175 
. ern of love: 


of be” BY picture, el Doyly 
is the original, as you will diſcos 
ver in the courſe of my enen 


| Watſon's Works, a 85 for 

building bugeros and ſmall. loops, 
(the road to which lies acroſs the 
eſplanade, to the river, in an ob- 
lique direction) is ſome miles from 
Calcutta - and to Watſon's Works, 
in order to ſee the launching of 
a large bugero, built -0n»ainew 
conſtruction, we repaired yeſter- 


day, after taking our tea : and do 
uon ; but | 


{ 10 ) 

but conceive the eclat of half 2 
dozen, or more, of theſe Eaſtern 
barges, all freighted with elegant 
parties, gliding down the ſtream 

together, the oars beating time to 
the notes of the Harlgerts: and 
—_—_— L ” 


. Muſic has charms, ſays the 
poet, to ſoothe a ſavage breaſt— 
what power maſt it-then have over 
a humaniſed one, and eſpecially in 
an elegant bugero! — the heavens 
the. moſt glorious canopy J ever 
beheld, and the ſurface of the 
water cryſtalline beyond all ima- 
gination—the zephyrs!—but I will 
truſt myſelf with no further de- 
1cription of it, for there is faſci- 
nation in the recollection of the 
nn have ow: Dp <br in 
fl e 051 - England 


4A & | 


{. anz | 
England to help you an 
7 idea of-ite 10,010 10 nge 


* 591 ane 


” 1 Aren moreover, be 
brought into the fore - ground 
his perſon is ſo paſtoral, and his 
ſenſibility ſo oriental had he the 
Mogul's diadem, he would place 
it, I am confident, upon my head, 
and, though entitled to all the pri- 
vileges of a nnn live _ 
me alone. | 1583:71Si1Þ40 


But, poor youth! he has, 2 
his fortune to make; and moſt pre- 
carious, of courſe, are his proſpects 


of advancement; the arrow of difeaſey 
can, impede the accompliſhment 
of the beſt-conceived defigns, ar- 
reſt the arm of ſkill, and bring on 
almoſt inſtantaneous diffolution;— 
I enter, Arabella, into all his de- 

7 licacie 
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Heacies'— I fee] the fetters with 
which he is bound, and am ſorry 
my father is ſo encouraging to him, 
teſt a hope ſhould receive birth 
cinta to P 


The Works are ante and 
the launch gave univerſal ſatisfac- 
tion—and ſo profuſely were we 

_ entertained on the occaſion with 
Joll ſhrub, and every deſtrable ar- 
ticle, that we returned applauding 
the ſpirit and eee of our 


entertainer. 


An accident, however, took 
place, which will render water 
parties ineligible to me in future. 
The beauty of the evening drew 
all the company upon deck —and 
-a gentleman in the next bugero to 
-eurs, having drank too freely, was 
— 4 | noiſy 
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noiſy and troubleſome i hits dom · 
pliments, and ſo abundantiy did 
he warm with” his ſubjectz - that, 
regardleſs of all danger; he ad- 


vanced to the unrailed part, and 
inſiſted upon the honour of kiſſing 
my fair hand. I was not inclined 
to comply; for though the rowers 
are dexterous, I could not- help 
apprehending it would bring the 
bugeros too cloſe together for our - 
perfect ſafety: the company were, 
however, of a different opinion; 
and, aſhamed to perſiſt in fears that 
were peculiar to myſelf, I leaned 
forward, ſupported by poor Doy- 
ly, to gratify him—when, to the 
equal furpriſe and offente of the 
whole party, he attempted to fa- 
lute me. Fired at this boldnek, 
Doyly repulſed him with indig- 
nation, and in the ſame inſtant 
Vor. II. 1 was 
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was pulled overboard—and your 
valiant friend moſt opportunely 
fainted away. 


He fell not, however, unre- 
venged — for the Bacchanalian, 
a man of Jarge fortune, had his 
arm ſomehow entangled, ſo that 
they went ſouſe together, and were 
both fiſhed up by the dexterous 
Gentoos, (the water being, as it 
were, from their diurnal immer- 
Hons, their natural element) before 
I was reſtored to life. 


I looked anxiouſly around me, 
„and, from my then feelings, ſhould 
certainly have relapſed; if I had 
not beheld my half.drowned cham- 
pion at a diſtance, The company, 
as ſoon as it appeared no real 
harm had been done, very ſenſibly 

interpoſed, 


(GD) 
interpoſed, and a general reconci- 
Hation ſucceeded, 


Mr. Doyly having changed his 
dreſs, joined us at ſupper.—“ 1 
think, Sophia,” ſaid my father, 
when he entered the ſaloon, 1 
Have not heard you thank this 
knight for his ſtroke of Qvixotiſm 
in your defence—he was near pay- 
ing very dear for it—What reward, 
my young friend, ſhall | we beſtow 


km you?!“ bands 
« The honour,” replied the 

gallant Doyly, of ki Ing the 

And I preſerved from outrage.” 10 


I eould not fotbear telling Un 
ſo unuſual was his vivacity, on this 
honour being granted him, that 
be 5 en much benefited by his 

12 plunge 
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plunge into the holy river — the 
waters of the Ganges being affirm- 
ed by the Gentoos to poſſeſs, as I 
have already mentioned, wonder- 
ful virtues. | 


I expect horrible viſions, in con- 
ſequence of an incident, that has 
however gone off with aſtoniſhing 
happineſs to all parties for let me 
not attempt to fleep, until I inform 
you, tharat one o'clock, a chit - bear- 
er arrived poſt with a letter to Doy- 
ly, conſiſting only of theſe words: 

—<« If the encloſed is accepted, 1 
i mall then, and then only, have 
the courage to behold Miſs and 
Mr. Goldſborne again.“ And the 
peace- offering, Arabella, was no 
leſs than an appointment to a pri- 

vate ſecretaryſhip, he had inſtantly 


obtained him; an introduction, of 
all 
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all others, the moſt promiſing for 
making 2 fortune. And may every 
promiſe it is fraught with be ful- 
filled, though I ſhapld never live 


to know it! 


You may be ſure this handſome 
action met with due commendation 
—and Mr. Hartly ſaid, that if 
Mrs. D—— would permit him to 

chooſe for her, Mr. M. ſhould be- 
the man: for, as an antidote to 
intoxication, he muſt obſerve, that 
when he was ſober, his heart was 

liberal, and his manners pleaſing. 
I felt for Mrs. D-—; but I might 
have ſpared my feelings—ſhe re- 
- ceived Mr. Hartly's ſpeech with 
great good-humour, as a friendly 
jeſt—and begged he would give her 
leave to chooſe for herſelf. Doyly is 
much: pleaſed with this lady.; and 
| K the 


= 
the fact is, ſhe wins unſpeakably 
on the approbation of us all—and, 
in every thing but one, I ſincerely 
with her merit, may be rewarded. 
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RS. D— has new merit in 
my ſight: our phaetons drew 
up cloſe to each other on the race- 
ground, and we had chatted to- 
gether for a few minutes, when a 
young fellow, ſuperbly mounted, 
ſaluted her with his hat, and aſked 
where he ſhould find her fon—ſhe 
directed him to a diſtant ſpot, 
where I perceived a youth with a 
plain perſon, but apparently well 
ſatisfied with himſelf, that put a 
period to all my nonſenſical appre- 
henſions, for he could not be much 

more than fifteen: an age ſo unſuit- 
able to mine, as to be alone ſuffi- 
cient e againſt my father's 
| | I 4 forming 
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3 the _—_— I had fuſ- 
. 


Fe [hater gentleman your fon,” 
ſaid I, Madam?“ with an emo- 
tion that marked, I am afraid, a 
rather uncivil ſurpriſe, *« It is Mr. 
D 's ſon,” replied ſhe, « and 
as ſuch I acknowledge him for 
though his father, on fome trifling 
offence, forgot he was his child, 
by the fortune he left me, I ſhall 
always conceive myſelf bound to 
provide for him.“ —Perceiving I 
was about to compliment her upon 
ſo generous a way of thinking, 
ſhe added, © there are duties,“ 
my dear young lady, I need not 
inform you, which it is a reproach 
to us not to comply with, though 
no poſitive inſtitution. I am only 


mo * of Providence in this 
buſineſs— 
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buſineſs—and ſhould 111 deferve 
the bleflings I enjoy (ſhe fighed, 
Arabella, as if ſome bleſſing, ne- 
vertheleſs, was unattained) if I 
forgot his pin an to my 
* 


If this is not greatneſs of ſoul, it 
is ſomething vaſtly like it, accord- 
ing to my ideas. What claims could 
this child have to Mrs. 5— 
favour— when his father was the 
enemy of her peace, and the tyrant 
of her exiſtence? It is a ſweet 
feature in her character, and ſhall 
be revered by me. 


Doyly's eyes ſparkled with ap- 
probation, whilſt ſne uttered the 
words I have written for your pe- 
ruſal; and I ſhall. only obſerve 
* dere the occaſion, the different 

| conduct d 


* 
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conduct of the world, in different 
inſtances — for, had Mrs. Db 


acted as thouſands would have 


done, towards this miſerable-look- 
ing boy, the ſtory of her unkindneſs 
would have been in every one's 
mouth — and they would have 
doubled her fortune in their re- 
port, for the pleaſure of doubling 
her guilt, But when her libera- 
lity of mind has ſo henourably 


+ diſplayed itſelf, even at Calcutta 


no one was found forward, on the 
mention of her name, 'to give her 
fuch well- earned praiſe. | 


' The gentlemen pronounced this 
day's ſport much ſuperior to yel- 


. terday's; but I cannot ſay I diſ- 


covered any ſuch thing: however, 
Arabella, I diſcovered, what gave 


me great concern, that with the 
amuſement 


e 
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amuſement of the turf, . the ſpirit 
of betting has been imported at 
Bengal, and the madneſs is, who 
ſhall be firſt undone. | 


We paſſed the night a ſecond 
time at the Court-houſe ; but the 
ball was a compliment of the Go- 
vernor's, and well conducted: 
and thus our races ended. 


The next amuſement is the the- 
atre—which would have opened t 
ſooner, but from ſome neceſſary re- 
pairs in the ſcenery, which were 
not known to be wanting, until it 
was too late to accompliſh them 
in the deſired time. 


Fre 
morning, and ſhakes his head at 


the gay lite I lead; and, to own: 
| 3 the 
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che truth to you, Arabella, I am 
not quite clear, but I have at this 
moment the ſeeds of ſome alarming 
diſeaſe about me: may you never 
experience the miſery of unſtrung 
nerves! or your charming ſpirits 
become the victim of burning ſuns, 
or baneful dews!—My heart dies 
within me, from the apprehenſion 
of what my dear father will ſuffer, 
if the mementos of my mortality, 
which now hang about me, ſhould 
increaſe. Shattered conſtitutions, 
expiring friends, laſt adieus, and 
melancholy regrets, I cannot tell 
wherefore, wholly occupy my 
*thoughts—it may be only fatigue; 
or, perhaps, this letter will con- 
tain the ultimate levities of my , 
pen. Be aſſured, however, I ſhall 
depart, if my hour is now come, 
in the true faith of an European 
Nat; | the 
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the faith, confirmed by all around 
me- that there is no climate more 
falubrious than Britain—no ,pee- 
ple. more bleſſed—no. days more 
pleaſurable, or nights more tran- 
quil, than her temperate air be- 
ſtows.—Farewell, my Arabella! — 
Rapid is the progreſs of diſeaſe in 
India. I now have juſt ſufficient re- 
maining ſtrength to bid you fare- 
well —and it is not improbable, 
that by this hour to-morrow morn» 
ing I may be in eternity. 
Farewell! 
2 muſt. write on ee I * 
the power. Mrs. Hartly, as is her 
never- failing kind cuſtom, opened 
my door to with me a good night. 


J exerted myſelf to the utmoſt, 
that 


C vid 5 
that the repoſe of her and her fa- 
mily might not be interrupted— 
it will be time enough in the 
morning, to n my friends 
wrerched. 


Friendly atrachments, Arabella, 
are great obſtacles to piety : the 
paſſage to eternity is, I grant 
you, an awful one; but the 
thoughts, I am convinced, linger 
on temporal ground, much more 
from the ties of affection, than 
the dread of our future condition. 
Thoſe whoſe lives have been up- 
right, and who have, in repeated 
inſtances, been the care of Provi- 
dence, dare not doubt of bleſſed - 
neſs hereafter; and thoſe who have 

a/ q̃uſt ſenſe of the efficacy of re- 
pentance, will have confidence 

therein, 


F *. 
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therein, and, of courſe, due re- 
ſignation, 


My father! how will he learn to 
ſurvive me? O could I recall my 
error in one reſpect, a moſt intole- 
rable weight would be taken off my 
heart. Doyly I can point out a 
comforter for, and a ſucceſſor in his 
tenderneſs ; a ſiſter of Mrs. Hart- 
ly's, who, with twenty times my 
mental merit, is every way my ſu- 
perior in perſon alſo; but I am well 
aware it will be ſome time before 
the young man will behold her 
with my eyes. My father, my 
deareſt father! (wicked creature as 
I have been) who ſhall. comfort 
him?—T grow worſe and worſe, 
and muſt, I fear, ſubmit to mas 
cal regulation, e mn 


LETTER 
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. 


LETTER XXII. 


H 6 W e it is for us 
both, that the Eaſt-India 
packets arrive not every day; for 
my laſt letter would have wounded 
your mind, without any benefit to 

me.—But I will tell you all that 
has happened, in my uſual narra- 
tive manner. 


Doyly, I am told, has behaved 
himſelf very well during my ill- 
neſs, which, Arabella, was ſhort, 
but moſt ſevere, and has left me 
ſo totally emaciated, that this is 
the firſt time, for three weeks, that. 
I have, been able to reſume my 


pen. "He * whole hours i in 
| - a an 
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af anti-chamber, for the purpoſe 
of enabling himſelf to worry my 
phyſicians with enquiries how I 
went on; which is conſidered as 
a high compliment to the pa- 
tient: and paſſed his nights in 
ſupporting my father. Thank 
Heaven, I am reſtored to their 
wiſhes, and that Hartly-Houſe is 
delivered from an abſolute nui- 
ſance of friendly ſalams, on my 
account. 


My dear Mrs. D-—;, (for dear 
I ſhall evermore hold her) from a 
knowledge of Mrs. Hartly's con- 
dition, which rendered her unfit 
for ſo fatiguing a taſk, was my 
regulating nurſe, O fly, Ma- 
dam, ſaid I to her, when ſhe 
firſt preſented herſelf, « fly; this is 
aſſuredly the chamber of death!” 
OS) SOS IE... 
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ve would not knowingly ruſh 
7 upon deſtruction,“ ſaid ſhe, « or 
hazard my life in a common cauſe 
but 1 love you better than a 
life of dimonour, which mine 
would be, if I. forſook my friend 
in her hour of need: commit 
yourſelf, therefore, as an obliga- 
tion I will ever acknowledge, to 
my care and kindneſs, and know 
this is not the firſt ſervice of 
friendſhip I have fucceſsfully en- 
gaged in—lIs it not a double life I 
am anxious to preſerve?” 


cc O Madam,” cried I, “ are 
we alone?” — © We are,” replied 
Mrs. D: „ then, if you can 
diveſt - yourſelf of apprehenſions 
from my breath, kneel by me, and 
compoſe my mind by one ſolemn 
promiſe,” =] kneel, Miſs Goldſ- 
8 borne,” 
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borne,” ſaid ſhe, in the preſenceof 
kim, I truſt, will preſerve you, and 
pledge myſelf to perform whatever 
you aſk of me, if in my power. 
c My father, Madam, if he ſur- 
vives me, will you be the {uftain- 
ing friend of my father? - O dear- 
<f: Madam, I deferve your hate 
your ſevereſt diſpleaſure, inftead of 
the affection you bear me;—for I 
have dreaded an event, as an evil, 
that will alone enable me. to die 
in peace. Wedded to my mother's 
memory, his heart is for ever in 
her coffin—and in this ſtate has he 
Heen left hours, by the girl, whoſe 
felicity was his ſole object, to 
tender melancholy and unavailing 
lamentation. What dire enemy of 
his peace and mine, ſuggeſted the 
idea to me, that it was meritorious 
in him to be miſerable, and filial 
| K 2 virtue 
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virtue in me to rejoice in his mi- 
ſery ! — You muſt not agitate 
yourſelf, in this manner,“ ſaid the 
amiable Mrs. D——: „ nor ſhall 
you be diſſembled with on this oc- 
caſion doubt not my good-will 
to relieve your father's mind; for, 
perhaps, that. good-will has great 
Mare in my preſent conduct. Per- 
haps, Sophia, all amiable as you 
are, you would never have been dear 
to my heart, had you not been Mr. 
Goldſborne's child. Be compoſed, 
therefore, and reſt aſſured, that 
Providence will not forſake ſo 
worthy a man—he will be con- 
ſoled, though. both.you and ] were 
no more.“ | 


= Let me have pen and ink,“ 
ſaid 1, eagerly, „before my rea- 

ſon is impaired—T will write but 

| three 
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three words, and you ſhall then 
do as you pleaſe by me:“ a pen 
and ink was brought me by a 
poor Gentoo girl I had been kind 


to, who weeping; took Mrs. D 
place at my bedſide, to give me 
her beſt aſſiſtance. 1 wrote as fol- 

lows, 


9 Perdbüs dear Sir, pardon your 
child, who, with the proſpect of 
danger before her, is moſt ſolici- 
tous for your welfare. Lou are a- 
lone in the world, and who ſhall 
adminiſter conſolation to you when 
F am no more? The bleſſed ſpirit 
of my mother (if the dead are con- 
ſcious of the actions of the living) 
is intereſted in the cauſe I have at 
beart :—prove' your reſignation to 
Heaven, by withdrawing your af- 
alen from the aſhes: of her you 

| „ have 
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have ſo long ſurvived, and make 
atonement for the worlt fin of my 
life (wiſhing an union: between you 
and the only woman on earth capa- 
ble of ſoothing your ſorrows, might 
never take place): and reconcile 
me, deareſt Sir, to myſelf, by 
promiſing me you will ſolicit her 
acceptance of you ;—and be, in my 
laſt moment, what I have ever 
found you, the kindeſt of fathers 
to Sophia Goldſborn.” 


« Take this,” ſaid I, to the 
poor Gentoo girl, take it in- 
ſtantly to my father, and tell him 
I ſhall not fleep, until I receive 
his anſwer.” 


She flew back; with-theſe words, 
haſtily inſcribed with a pencil: 


o Sleep, 
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c Sleep, my beloved child, thy 
afflicted father conjures thee to. 
fleep in peace :—he will obſerve 
your requeſt, he will religiouſly 
obſerve it, as he would a voice 
from Heaven. But if you with him 
happineſs, endeavour to live; for 
his happineſs moſt eſſentially de- 
pends upon the life of his Sophia 
who, living or dead, ſhall re- 
gulate his future a by her, 
wiſhes.” 


Mrs. D was a ſilent ſpecta- 
tor of this ſcene, and appeared 
alone anxious for my compoſure : 
—ſhe gave me my medicines with 
her own hand; and for eight and 
| forty hours my . condition was 
deemed hopelefs — a criſis then 
took place—and I will exhauſt my 
ſirengrd no more on this occaſion, 

K4 for 
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for have I not told you I am re- 
ſtored ? 


Mrs. Hartly and Doyly have 
oppreſſed Mrs. D-— with thanks 
my father has alone thanked her, 
in the happineſs he diſplays on my 
recovery -I feel for her a daugh- 
ter's tenderneſs, a daughter's gra- 
titude, and look forward with 
rapture to the period, that will 
give me the name alſo—for, Ara- 
bella, if preſerving my life (which, 
under Providence, ſhe has done) 
at the hazard of her own, is not a 
maternal act, I know not what 
deſerves that name;—and I will 
love her, dearly love her, for 
her mental reſemblance of her 

—— whoſe worth and charms 
. Muſt never more return, 
| 1 cannot 


( 197 Y 


1 Sannot write longer at pre- 
ſent, 5 


2 


So adieu! 


S. G 


LETTER XXIII. 
But love, the diſturber of high and of low... 


V father and Mrs. D—, 
without ſpeaking a ſingle 
word to each other on the ſubject, 
are certain, fromthe train into which 
I have brought things, of their in- 
tentions. But Doyly, though he 
dances round me on my recovery, 
with ardent delight, breathes not 
a ſyllable to me of the ſtate of his 
affections, or the colour of his 
wiſhes :—teizing creature! I will, 
Arabella, think (that is, write) 
no more of him. 


* 


Tou have heard of alligators, (a 
pony contraſt for the gentle Doy- 


ly!) 


( 299 3 
ly i) and their depredations—but it 
feems, unleſs you throw yourſelf 
in their way, in their natural ele- 
ment, the human ſpecies have no- 
taing to fear from them, whilt 
living. 


| Bur when the Gentoos, as is 
one of their pious cuſtoms, lay 
their dead (or, what is more ſnock 
ing, their dying friends) at low- 
water mark, that the flowing 
tide of the facred Ganges may 
bury, and purify them from alt 
their fins — the alligators make, 
together with vultures, and other 
animals of prey, their feaſt on 
them. 


The tide, in general, does its 
office - but not till after the above 


deſcribed circumſtance has taken 
; place 
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place a nuiſance, and outrage up- 
on the feolings, I wonder the po- 
lice do not correct - for beſides 
the appearance, ſo dreadful to hu - 
manity, of mangled limbs and 
headleſs trunks, which are daily 
ſeen by all who paſs that way, im- 
purities muſt impregnate the air, 
to augment its native /putridity at 
certain periods,. and endanger the 
lives of the inhabitants of we 


_ 


This enden of the Fey is a 
practice confined to a certain num- 
ber of caſts or claſſes only for there 
are other caſts, as you may read in 
the European newſpapers, that burn 
the bodies of their departed friends 
ot relatives, and preferve their 
aſhes with great piety. ,, And of 


this number are thoſe wives, who, 
Av | with 
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with a degree of heroiſm, that, if 
properly directed, would do ho- 
nour to the female world, make 
an affectionate and voluntary ſa- 
crifice of themſelves upon the 
funeral pile of their departed huſ- 
bands: Sit is true, there have been 
inſtances of their ſhewing reluc- 
tance - but thoſe inſtances ſeldom 
Occur. 2 


No bride ever decked herſelf 
out with more alacrity or elegance, 
than the women .about to give this 
laſt great proof of their conjugal 
attachment — and they are, no 
doubt, ſanctified to all intents 
and purpoſes by the prieſt's fiat, 
and paſs immediately. into the 
preſence of Brumma, to receive 
their reward. This mode of 
ſacrifice, is, however, attended 

with 


( 142 ) 
- with muck expence, or human 
bonfires would be unending exhi- 
bitions; and hence the cuſtom, it 
is preſumable, of burying them 
in the water; — and fo eager are 
they to obrain this ſacred purifi- 
cation, for thoſe who are paſt 
recovery (and, by the way, their 
ſuperſtition forbids their trying the 
means, in many inſtances, for their 
recovery, under the idea of oppo- 
fing the will of Providence) that 
they are conveyed with all imagin- 
able piety, and often with their own 
conſent, to the banks of the river, 
and there fitted, by its riſing 
waves, for their tranſlation rom 
earth to heaven. | 


You She alſd read of the bar- 
barous exhibition of men, ſul- 
pended from heights, by hooks 


run 


. 
run through the fleſhy part of their 
(ſhoulders, and ſtuck on machines 
barbed with ſpikes :—theſe acts are 
acts of choice, in order to reſtore 
a poor excommunicated wretch ta 
che privileges of his caſt, or-claſs 
for, on flagrant miſbehaviour, 
they are excluded, ſuch as eating 
forbidden things, or other ſimilar 
-breaches of their religious duties. 
And thoſe whe ſurvive this diſplay 
of what they will do and ſuffer to 
-atone for their faults, are reinſtated 
in all their forfeited claims, and 
their ſins are not only forgives, | 
but "ks Bb for ever, 


'I aſked my Bramin, ——_ mi- 
King me his congratulation on my 
recovery, to tell me what tranſmi- 
grations (according to the beſt of his 
opinion) would have been my fate, 4 
1 if 
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if I had died, as was expected, in 
my 1lIneſs,—He ſmiled—bluſhed, 
I think—and gave me to under- 
ſtand, that I ſhould never have 
loſt the power of pleaſing, becauſe 
I have not exerciſed that power 
unworthily in my human ſhape.— 
« [ ſuppoſe then,” ſaid I, I may 
conclude, from your complaiſance, 
that I ſhould have figured away as 
a cockatoo, or ſung myſelf into 
ſomebody's good graces in the 
form of a minho — or, perhaps, 
have been honoured with the per- 
ſon (if I may ſo call it) of a Bra- 
mine kite.” —He ſhook his head, 
and made me believe it very pro- 
bable, that, as I had ſo long been 
worſhipped as a lady, I might 
be favoured with divine honours, 
when T commenced one of the 


feathered race. I am amuſed by 
| ; | theſe 
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theſe little allles —for well does 
my Bramin "know, T reſpect his 
religious tenets, though I do not 
ſubſcribe to them ; and can never 
think myſelf entitled to laugh at 
any faith that is ſeriouſly opted, 
= piouſly ; adhered to-. 


1, in the cone luſion, however, 
told him, that, unleſs I loſt my con- 
ſciouſneſs with my form, I ſhould 
be happy to know myſelf under 
his protection — for I really think 
ſo highly of you, ſaid I, that you 
aredeemed by me, one of the kind- 
eſt of the kind people to which'you 
belong. He promiſed me toobſerve 
every lovely creature, (that was his 
word) if he ſurvived me, in order 
to accompliſh my wiſh, and render 
himſelf happy by being v uſeful to 
me. 

Vo. II. L Doyly 


(6). 


Doyly abſented himſelf ſudden- 
ly this morning—the dinner and 
tea have paſſed away, and no Mr. 
Doyly :—it is very well—but if 
he ſuppoſes theſe unaccounted-for 
withdrawings are the way to try 
my heart, he will ſoon diſcover he 
is miſtaken, 


I find, toſpeak the truth, no prin- 
ciples ſo ſteady, or manners ſo uni- 
form, in all India, as Mrs. D-——'s. 
She has - ſubdued pride, vanity, 
and affectation, or ſhe could not 
be the woman ſhe is. And, from 
the happy effects of my indiſpoſi- 
tion, I ſhall ever rejoice in the 
tecollection of it; for it was the 
only means on earth of opening 
SG my 
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my eyes to my duty, or of teach - 
ing my heart to perform it. 1 


Doyly, with a face of deſpair, 
preſented himſelf at ſupper. And 
was rallied, I thought (notwith- 
ſtanding all my private wrath) 
unopportunely, upon having been 
an abſentee, contrary to his uſual 
cuſtom. — His reply died on his 
lips, and I did not dare to meet 
his eyes, from miſgivings of which 
I could not divine the cauſe. 


What, Arabella, can have be- 
fallen him? Has ſome nabobeſs 
made overtures to him, he is com- 
pelled from pre- engagement to 
decline? Can he be ſentenced to 
forego the height of heaven, and 
coil out his exiſtence in the dia- 

L 2 mond 
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mond mines ? Has he blighted 
his little riſing: proſpects at the 
gaming- table, that bane of proſpe- 
rity to thouſands? 0 Doyly, ſoft- 
ly let me ſpeak it—could my for- 
tune repair the breaches in your's, 
how immediately, if I was miſtreſs. 
of it, ſnould peace be reſtored to 
your breaſt! And fatal experience, 
your own natural good- nature and 
good ſenſe, would ſecure you in fu- 
ture from falling.—In vain did I 
ſeek to read the cauſe of his ſor- 
rows, in both his own and my fa- 
ther's countenance; I am retired 
to my chamber, , agitated by con- 

jectures.Surely, common friend- 
ſhip might have induced them to 
deliver me from the pangs of ſuſ- 
pence, and the creations of a diſ- 
turbed imagination. —Mrs. Hartly 
— r will relieve 
2 AK; me 
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me from doubts that torture me, 
and fears that thrextent | i E not 
. what. ' 2a 


The only misfortune I was un- 
ſuſpicious of, has befallen me. 


Doyly ſails for Europe to- morrow, 


with ſome important diſpatches, 
which, from the nature of his new 
„ ee are entruſted to * 
e... 


Alas, Arabella, who ſhall here- 
after venture to ſay. an event is 
proſperous ! when that moſt ap- 
parently ſo, thus proves, in the 
perſon of poor Doyly, the cauſe of 
his greateſt mortification. The ho- 
nour, or the danger, of his voyage, 
which ſhall I teach my mind tod well 
r can anticipate, though 

L 3 1 cannot- 
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I cannot follow, your advice. But 
what ſays Shakeſpear, that great 
maſter of human nature ? | 


| Let no one judge of love but thoſe who 
feel it. 


Beware then, my dear girl ! how 
you dictate deciſively in a caſe, 
that never was, and perhaps never 
can be 3 own. 


Whit medicine can ſoften the boſom's keen 


ſmart, 
R | 


Good night, —] will no longer 
expoſe myſelf. 5 


Hle breakfaſted with us, and 
my father deſired Mrs. Hartly to 


tell me to bid him adieu, on his 
embarkation 


( 151 ) 
embarkation for England — Bug 
what adieu can I bid the poor 
fellow, that will not betray my 
tenderneſs for him?—His looks, 
during the whole period we were 
together, ſpoke a language my 
heart too well underſtood. — Youth 
of my beſt approbation !—compa- 
nion of my pleaſanteſt hours! whoſe 
congenial taſte and ſentiment has 
afforded me ſo much delight! 
worthy young man !—farewell !— 
for ever farewell !—Tell my Ara- 
bella all my imputed conſequence 
— paint your own partial eſtimate 
of my little merits in their ſtrong- 
eſt colourings—tell her I. poſſeſs 
wealth, fame, admiration—every 
thing that is deſirable, but—hap- 
pineſs—and that I alone labour to 
ſupport . exiſtence, for the repoſe 
of my father.— This was, however, 


Ss . L4 my 


j te). 
my mental ſoliloquy. not my ad- 
dreſs, —[ſhall alarm you, Arabella, 
by this avowal of my regret, bur 
cenſure me not, even in your moſt 
private thoughts. A friend of 
either ſex, at Calcutta, that is a 
native of England, and of Engliſh 
education, who can be grave with- 
out folemnity, and gay without 
levity, is a treafure beyond all 
Golconda can beſtow. I will, 
however, ſhake off this ill-timed 
ſoftneſs, and learn to ſubmit my- 
felf with a good grace to all the 
changes and chances of my deſtiny ; 
but we can bear our wants much 
better than our loſſes, which is 
a cutting, becauſe an applicable 
remark on my own ſituation, —Our 
laſt hour, however, is not yet 
cone, for he will drink tea _ | 


us. | 
He | 
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— ———  — — — 

He is gone, Arabella—and ſi- 
| Jence was the only language of 
adieu between us. He eat not. 
he drank not —he ſighed not - but 
fuddenly looking on his watch, 
"Ws and. finding he muſt depart—he 
kiffed both Mrs. Hartly's hands, 
touched one of mine, barely touch- 
ed it, with his lips, and left us 

never more, perhaps, to return! | 


The good-natured Mrs. Hartly's 
eyes were ſuffuſed by tears. There 

is not,” ſaid ſhe, « his equal, for 
his age, in all the Eaſt, He has all 
the promiſe about him of being a 

| great man; but for my part, well 
: as I wiſh him, I could not have 
prevailed upon myſelf to adviſe 
* as your father did, to croſs 
6 the 
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the ocean, and deprive us of his 
agreeable ſociety.” 


Every thing but this I ſupported 
with fortitude—but the mention 
of my father's name, as the author 
of my diſtreſs—there was no con- 
cealing my feelings l“ And, did 
my father, Madam''—I ſtopped, 
ſenſible of my error. Mrs. Hartly, 
however, as perfectly underſtood 
me, as if I had wrote a volume 
upon the occaſion— and ſaid every 
ſoothing, every poſſible word, that 
benevolence and friendſhip could 
ſuggeſt—and led me to my apart- 
ment,—My beſt prayers, Arabella, 
will attend him, but I will men- 
tion him no more. 

Your's, | 
S. G. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Y Bramin — how ſweet is 
religion, as deſcribed by 

him !—the love of the Deity, and 

the love of our fellow-creatures, 
its fundamentals—and peace and 
charity the ſuperſtructure, 


For love, this young. prieſt af- 
firms, refines the ſentiment, ſoftens 
the ſenſibility, expands our natural 
virtues, extinguiſhes every idea of 
jealouſy or competitorſhip, and u- 
nites all created beings in one great 
chain of affection and friendſhip. 


« So far,” replied I, “ ſo far, my 
good Sir, for the happy fide of the 
proſpect ;—but what cure have you 

7 for 
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forthe wounds your ſenſibility muſt 
receive by thedifſolution of the ten- 
dereſt ties of friendſhip, the ſurvival 
of your deareſt connections?“ 


« We reſolve every event, ſaid 
the amiable Bramin, < into: the 
divine n and dare not 


repine.“ 


This is verydelightfuldo&rine 
in theory, Sir,” returnedT.—<And 
ſalutary in practice, Madam,” re- 
plied he, as the man before you 
is a living teſtimony ;—for that he 
was born a Bramin, he ſubmits to, 
as the will of Heaven—and that 
you are the lovelieſt of women, he 
acknowledges with N reſigna- 
om” 


I was atoniſhed—Mrs, Hartly 


Was 


( 197 ) | 
was filent—and the Bramin retired, 
with more emotion than quite 
accorded with his corrected tem- 
per, as if he felt he had: aid. ton 
much. | 


| Wretch that I am, Arabella! 
this confeſhon, which I ſhall ever 
remember with pain, did I, in the 
idle gaiety of my heart,. ardently 
aſpire after. -O, how I lament, 
that young men and women (with 
few exceptions, I am afraid) can- 
not form a friendſhip of the tran- 

quil and liberal kind, à friendſhip 
that ends not in an excluſion of all 
other attachments, I mean as to 
precedence -A life of voluntary 
celibacy, an vnfocial ſtate, which 
nature revolts at, is the life of a 
Bramin—for the joys of conver- 
ſation ſurpaſs all othergoys, they 
s 14 | 5 are 


6 

are the peculiar bleſſing of the 
human race. And you find, Ara- 
bella, the mental claims are the 
fame in all—for, that I am a con- 
verſible being, is the attraction 
with this Gentoo devotee. — I 
therefore at length ſee, and ſub- 
ſcribe to, the wiſdom of confining 
their amuſements to their pagodas, 
and their public ſhews ; for they 
have hearts made for ſociety, and, 
having once taſted the pleaſures 
focial intercourſe gives, muſt paſs 
their days in ſecretly condemning, 
what they openly profeſs to ap- 
prove, the miſconceived tenets of 
Brumma — for I am clear, the 
wonderful and enchanting gift of 
ſpeech was not beſtowed upon us, 
to be ſons and daughters of ſoli- 
tude. | 


Doyly's 


( 


„ 


Doyly's departure has only been 


a prelude to the loſs of our Go- 


vernor, and every creature is 
plunged into diſconſolation. Not 
a bugero will be unoccupied—it 
is the laſt proof of their heart-felt 
reſpect they can ſhew him; and 
you may judge of the preparation, 


when I tell you, it is an abſolute 


voyage they have reſolved upon, 
to do him honour, 


The Company, it is affirmed by 
thoſe who appear well informed, 
will, by this event, be deprived of 


_ a faithful and able ſervant; the 
Poor, of a compaſſionate and gene- 


rous friend; the genteel circles, 
of their beſt ornament; and Hart- 
ly Houſe of a revered gueſt, 
9 2 | He 
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He has three times, it ſeems, 
ſtood forth, in his late public ſta- 
tion, the worthy character I found 
him—and his plans of government 
have procured him the repeated 
thanks and Plaudits of We Com- 
3 


Envy will merit; as its ſhade, purſue, 


A more uniform good man, or ſo 
competent a judge of the advan- 
tages of the people, he will not 
leave behind him; nor poſſibly 
can a ſucceſſor” be tranſmitted, of 
equal information and abilities. 
For, Arabella, he has made him- 
felf maſter of the Perſian language, 
that key to the knowledge of all 
that ought to conſtitute the Britiſh 
conduct in India, or can truly ad- 


vance the Britiſh intereſts, But I 


TR: 
am getting upon political ground; 
and will only add, as the friends 
of this gentleman obſerve, that, 
as the ſun is often obſcured, with- 
out leſſening its brightneſs, fa 
the clouds, which have ſo unac- 
countably gathered aronnd his 
fame, may I ſay, (will they ſay) 

be one day univerſally and ulti- 
mately diſpelled. 


The whole place is engaged in 
adieus, and Mrs. H will be 
accompanied to England (for the 
Governor ſails in a different ſhip) 
by a Mrs. M,, who has been 
| Preſented with 500 gold mohrs 


(a thouſand pounds) in return for 


her complaiſance in making the 
voyage with her. Two black girls, 
and a ſteward, are Mrs. H——'s 
attendants; and the ſtate cabin and 

Vo. II. 1 M . round- 
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round-houſe will be entirely de- 
voted to her uſe. 


My father wiſhes me to make 
one in Mrs. D-—'s bugero; butT 
think it ' impoſſible I can comply 

-with that wiſh—ſo recently as poor 
Doyley has quitted us, and fo 
_ diſtreſſing as all bidding adieu is 
to the r of your 
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1 Governor no more. He would 
have taken leave of his friends at 
Diamond Point, but they would 
not hear of ſuch. a thing their 
bugeros were well ſtored with pro- 
viſions, and every requiſite, &c. 
ſo with pendants flying, and bands 
of muſic, to the laſt man and in- 
ſtrument to be found in Calcutta, 
they attended him to Sawger, the 
extremity of the river. 


He was, moreover, ſaluted by 
nineteen guns from every India- 
man at Bengal, and the general 
voice, in all quarters, continues 


% ; 3. M 2 to 


% 
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to be, they ne'er ſhall: look — 


his like again. 


They returned not, Arabella, 
until they beheld the packet and 
Indiaman ſail out of ſoundings; in 
the former of which was the Go- 
vernor, and in the latter his wife : 


and then, ſlowly, and with ſolemn 


muſic, made for Diamond Point, 
where palanquins, to an incredible 
number, were in waiting to convey 
them to their reſpective homes. 


1 pattad the period of their 2b. 


fence at Hartly Bungilo — my 


father not only conſenting to my 
declining the party, from a hint 
of Mrs, Hartly's, that the fatigue 
would be too much for me, but 


laying his injunctions upon me, 


nnn going and Mrs. 
Rider, 


7 


0) 


- ©. ARE — 
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Rider, and the children, were 
unremitting in their endeavours: 
to amuſe me; _—_ 
_ R 2 
42 41 147 

. 1 time for ee 
and the reſult is, that I ſnudder 
at the narrowneſs and illiberality 
of my paſt conduct For what but 
narrowneſs and illiberality of heart, 
could for a moment have incited 
me to ſuppoſe, that my father's 
union with an amiable and accom- 
pliſhed woman, would weaken his. 
affection for me, or throw his con- 
jugal faith and A into- 
ſhade? | 


O Arabella, 3 
dly does Rochefoucault diſtinguiſti, 
when he affirms, that there is 
much more of ſelf- love, than love 
OS; for 
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for the object, in jealouſy ;”——for, 


if we love truly (I am now con- 
vinced) in the character of either 
huſband, wife, child, or friend, 
the happineſs of thoſe we love will 
infallibly be the firſt-rate conſide- 
ration with us ;—and that I was not 
aware of the benefits that muſt 
accrue, from having an aſſiſting 
and relieving partner in the buſi- 
neſs of promoting my father's 
tranquillity, is a crime of my na- 
ture I will not eaſily pardon. 


I intreat you will be very par- 
ticular in tranſmitting me all that 
paſſes in your interview with poor 
Doyly: this requeſt originates ſole- 
ly from common good wiſhes to- 
wards him—for would it not be an 
impeachment of the friendſhip I 


bear his friends, to be unmindful 
| 6 of} : 
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of his fate? not that I ;bar, your 
concluſions, be they what they 
may, ſo you-only do me N 
to believe I am, 


1 on 
4 


| Your's, moſt affectionately, gr 
: 2 S. G. ; 


END OF THE SECOND YOLUME. 
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